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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN’S  REPORT 

September,  1989  Applications  for  Membership:  The  followina  persons 

have  applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received 
by  December  1,  1989,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that 
date . 

2306-MT  Murray  W.  Jackson,  ARAMCO  Box  5951,  Dhahran  31311,  Saudi 
Arabia  --  (Saudi  Arabia,  Yemen,  S.  Viet  Nam,  French  Indo 
China,  Philippines) 

2307  William  S.  Kable,  160  East  65th  St.,  New  York,  N.Y.  10021 
(19th  & 20th  Century  World  Gold) 

2308-MT  Craig  Burrus,  4710  O'Conner  Court,  Irving,  Texas  75062 
(Crowns  & British  Empire) 

***** 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material 
to  the  NI  Library: 

The  American  Numismatic  Society 

BE80.  HahW: 1988 : SEBGC 
HAHN,  WOLFGANG/METCALF,  WILLIAM  E. 

Studies  in  Early  Byzantine  Gold  Coinage 

Pub.  1988,  142pp,  w/plates. 

J.  Douglas  Ferguson  Historical  Research  Foundation 
HA90.  GraR: 1988:CMPEI 

GRAHAM,  ROBERT  J. /KENNEDY,  EARLE  E. /BECKER,  J.  RICHARD 

The  Currency  and  Medals  of  Prince  Edward  Island 

Pub.  1988,  156pp,  illus. 

Paul  E.  Garner 

JE85.GaPa: 1 988 : EWNE 
GARNER,  PAUL  E. 

Economic  war  between  the  Napoleonic  Empire  and  Great  Britain , 
an  explanation  of  Oriental  chopmarks 

Pub.  1988,  17pp,  not  illus. 

Ranko  Mandic 

JJ40.ManR: 1988: JKMN 
MANDIC,  RANKO 

Jugoslovenski  katalog  metalnog  novca 

Pub.  1988,  249pp,  illus. 

II.  In  addition  to  the  above  we  would  also  like  to  thank  E.  P.  Lukert 
for  his  donation  of  numismatic  material  to  the  Library. 
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Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  Book  Librarian 
Jim  Haley,  Periodical  Librarian 


********************************************************************** 
FROM  THE  MAILBOX 


NI  member  in  Yemen  Arab  Republic  reports  on  numismatics  available 

This  is  a good  country  for  numismatics!  Not  so  much  for  the  present 
money  circulation,  which  is  dominated  by  bills  of  1 ,5,10,20,50  and 
100  rials,  with  only  the  one  rial  coin  common,  and  only  very  few  50 
fils  and  even  less  25  fils  in  use.  But  in  the  suq  (market)  in  the 
famous  old  city  of  Sana'a  one  can  find  many  old  coins,  most  of  course 
of  the  republic  and  the  modern  kingdom,  but  also  many  older  islamic 
coins  going  back  from  the  19th  to  the  10th  century.  Many  have  not  or 
only  barely  been  described.  There  are  also  many  Himyaritic  coins; 
these  are  however  in  their  majority  fakes,  just  like  fakes  of  common 
late  Roman  coins  abound.  Also  there  are  several  large  copper  Himyarite 
coins  around,  that  may  be  genuine  or  fantasies.  Maria  Theresia  talers 
can  be  had  anywhere,  with  very  few  of  the  Erythrean  imitations,  the 
latter  mostly  with  mountmarks.  I have  also  seen  several  of  the 
Erythrean  five  lire  or  tallero,  but  always  very  badly  damaged  by 
mounting.  I may  end  up  by  buying  a mounted  specimen,  rather  than 
one  that  was  detached  badly.  All  in  all  one  can  find  a very  nice 
numismtic  illustration  of  an  interesting  history. 

Paul  F.  L.  de  Groot 
Sana'a,  Yemen  Arab  Republic 

Resignation  of  NI  Attribution  Committee  Chairman  Regretted 

NI  members  learned  last  month  with  regret  that  Colonel  Charles  Panish 
resigned  his  post  as  Chairman  of  our  NI  Attribution  Committee.  Over 
the  years,  his  unselfish  service  to  the  organization  has  been  unstint- 
ing, and  his  broad  expertise  will  be  missed  by  many  of  us. 

May  his  successor  carry  on  this  tradition  of  such  fine  help  to  other 
col  lectors . 


Lester  D.  Snel 1 
Sonoma,  California 

********************************************************************** 

"GUINEA.  A gold  coin  current  in  England  from  1663  to  1817  (last 
struck  1813),  originally  made  of  gold  from  Guinea  in  West  Africa. 

The  early  issues  bore  a small  elephant  below  the  head  of  the  king. 

Its  original  LEGAL  TENDER  value  was  20s.  but  from  1717  it  was  fixed 
at  21s.  The  actual  value  varied;  in  1694  it  was  as  high  as  30s. 

Before  the  advent  of  DECIMAL  CURRENCY,  it  was  still  customary  for 
professional  fees,  subscriptions,  the  price  of  racehorses,  pictures, 
and  other  luxuries  to  be  paid  in  guineas  as  money  of  account." 

Taken  from  514,  Brewer's  Dictionary 
of  Phrase  & Fable  1981. 

(Submitted  by  Tuti villus) 
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RECOLLECTIONS  OF  A N0T6EL  D COLLECTOR 


by 


DR.  ARNOLD  KELLER 


201 


TRANSLATOR'S  PREFACE 

Dr. Arnold  Keller  was  an  indefatigable  collector.  His  specialty  was 
German  emergency  money,  and  he  devoted  an  enormous  amount  of  time 
to  it,  time  stolen  from  his  university  studies  and  later  occu- 
pations. In  addition  to  authoring  monumental  catalogs,  he  edited 
Das  Hotgeld , a small  journal  devoted  to  the  subject  of  the  emer- 
gency paper  money  which  was  issued  in  Germany  from  1914  to  1924. 

In  the  December  issue  of  1925  and  the  first  issues  of  1926  he 
published  his  account  of  how  he  had  formed  his  collection,  which  by 
that  time  contained  fifty  five  thousand  notes,  not  including  minor 
varieties  or  duplicates. 

The  story  of  how  a man  with  limited  resources  created  a great 
collection  is  well  worth  reading;  it  includes  how  to  protect  your 
collection  from  the  cat! 

David  Block,  NI  #894 
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RECOLLECTIONS  OF  A NOTGELO  COLLECTOR  by  Dr.  Arnold  Keller 


It  was  in  1905  or  1906,  during  a holiday  trip  to  Switzerland,  that 
I first  came  into  contact  with  foreign  aoney.  At  that  time  the 
Latin  Monetary  Union  still  existed,  and  the  currency  Included  not 
only  French  and  Italian  but  also  Belgian  and  Greek  coins.  Thus  I 
collected  whatever  circulating  coins  came  ay  way  as  far  as  ay  saall 
pocket  aoney  allowed.  When  we  were  at  the  exchange  counter  in  the 
train  station  in  Zurich,  on  our  way  hoae,  ay  father  supported  the 
growing  collection  by  buying  ae,  for  a couple  of  narks,  a Papal 
lira  and  a one-half  lira,  which  the  exchange  official  was  happy  to 
get  rid  of  but  which  I was  very  happy  to  receive. 

For  a long  tine  this  coin  collection  hardly  exceeded  the  contents 
of  a saall  exchange  office,  until  I had  the  luck  to  have  an  avid 
coin  collector  as  rooa  teacher  in  high  school.  He  iaparted  an 
interest  and  understanding  of  nuaisaatics  to  his  pupils.  Following 
his  advice,  I gave  up  my  formless  general  collection  and  liaited 
ayself  to  collecting  the  coins  of  ay  hoaeland.  I aa  still  devoted 
to  this  area  today. 

Two  years  before  the  war  broke  out  I had  also  begun  to  collect 
paper  aoney.  Yet  that  was  only  a theoretical  beginning,  because  for 
a long  time  the  collection  consisted  of  only  four  notes:  a 1792 
French  assignat  of  ten  livres  and  one  of  fifty  sols,  an  English 
postal  order,  and  a Transvaal  pound  note  from  the  Boer  Mar.  At  the 
end  of  Septeaber  or  in  October  of  1914  the  Darlehenskasscnschelne 
of  1,  2 and  5 marks  were  issued  and  I pulled  them  out  of  circu- 
lation at  face  value,  a heavy  financial  sacrifice  which  I never- 
theless do  not  regret,  since  I thus  acquired  notes  with  very  low 
serial  numbers  and  completely  different  coloring  from  the  notes 
issued  in  later  war  years.  Only  the  latter  are  found  in 
collections  today. 

I transferred  from  the  coin  collection  to  the  paper  money  col- 
lection the  construction  of  a complete  record  of  acquisition 
nuaber,  place  of  issuance,  date,  value,  watermarks,  serial  numbers 
(if  any)  as  well  as  where  I obtained  it  and  how  much  I paid.  When 
acquisitions  came  in  greater  numbers  I had  to  make  the  catalog 
entries  very  summary,  but  it  is  current  today  and  thus  enables  me 
to  evaluate  ay  collection  exactly. 

In  August  or  Septeaber  of  1914  the  Stuttgart  paper  Der  Krieg  illus- 
trated an  emergency  note  from  the  city  of  Gebweiler  which 
interested  me  extraordinarily,  since  at  that  time  it  was  almost 
completely  unheard  of  for  a city  to  issue  currency.  There  had  been 
a case  a few  years  earlier,  told  in  the  newspapers  and  discussed  in 
the  Reichstag,  when  a great  landholder  (Graf  Schlitz,  I believe) 
had  had  his  own  silver  coins  struck  to  pay  his  workers,  because  he 
didn't  always  have  the  necessary  silver  aoney.  That  caused  a great 
investigation  then,  and  he  must  have  withdrawn  his  coins 
immediately;  at  least  I didn't  hear  any  more  about  them.  And  now  a 
city  should  have  issued  its  own  paper  aoney!  I had  to  have  it,  so 
much  the  more  because  Gebweiler  fell  into  ay  special  numismatic 
area  and,  since  a holiday  spent  there  the  year  before,  I had  taken 
a lively  interest  in  the  history  of  our  beautiful  borderlands. 
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Thus  I immediately  wrote  to  acquaintances  in  Colmar  and  Muelhausen 
to  seek  these  notes  and  prudently  asked  whether  other  cities  might 
have  such  notes.  The  result  staggered  me;  I obtained  fifty 
pfennig,  one  and  two  mark  notes  from  Colmar;  one  and  two  mark  notes 
from  Huelhausen  with  validating  stamps;  one  and  two  mark  notes  from 
both  Gebweiler  and  Sulz,  all  at  face  value.  I did  not  at  that  time 
9*t  the  idea  of  writing  to  the  city  administrations  themselves  to 
ask  for  devalued  notes.  If  obtaining  notes  from  acquaintances  at 
face  value  was  expensive,  yet  I thus  obtained  unredeemed  notes, 
which  are  mostly  much  more  valuable  today  than  the  devalued  ones. 

A friendship  gift  of  a ham  roll  to  the  above-mentioned  former 
school  teacher  was  answered  by  two  notes  from  Harkirch,  from  the 
first  issue  with  the  signature  of  Buergermeister  Goetel,  removed 
from  office  by  the  French  on  August  sixth.  These  notes  turned  out 
later  to  be  extremely  rare;  only  one  more  of  them  has  since  passed 
through  my  hands.  In  Freiburg  in  February  of  1915  I got  to  know 
fugitives  from  Gebweiler,  from  whom  I obtained  emergency  Issues 
from  Bollweiler.  Then  I began  to  try  the  buergermeisters 
themselves  and  with  good  results;  I obtained  more  examples  very 
cheaply  and  could  sell  the  duplicates  at  a profit  to  some  coin 
dealers,  so  that  I frequently  had  to  order  a fresh  supply.  Through 
Mr.  S.  Rosenberg  in  Frankfurt  I traded  for  a set  from  Hohensalza; 
another  surprise,  that  there  was  emergency  in  the  east  too;  one  had 
to  go  after  it.  Meanwhile,  at  the  end  of  April  in  1915  I moved  to 
Munich  and  had  found  the  circle  of  coin  colllectors  there,  who  met 
every  Wednesday  in  the  Hotel  Wagner.  There,  through  a bank  officer 
who  had  taken  them  in  in  his  bank,  I obtained  fifty  pfennig  and  one 
mark  notes  from  Danzig,  one  mark  from  Riesenburg,  and  a two  franc 
note  from  Lille.  An  old  aunt  in  Trieste  sent  me  as  a present  an 
Austrian  two  kroner  note  of  1914;  the  international  nature  of  the 
collection  was  strengthened  by  the  outlay  of  85  pfennigs  to  acquire 
a one  franc  note  from  Lille.  From  my  father's  former  wine 
merchants  in  Rappoltsweiler  I got  the  clumsy,  large  notes  of  that 
city,  fifty  pfennigs,  one  and  two  marks.  I had  to  renounce  the 
fiver.  These  were  unredeemed  but  used  notes,  which  unfortunately  I 
traded  later  on  for  unused  but  devalued  notes. 

I had  already  heard  earlier  from  S.  Rosenberg  that  Witten  in  West- 
phalia had  emergency  notes,  which  I could  not  think  about  since 
that  wasn't  border  country.  I suspected  statements  attributing 
issues  to  the  low  country  borders  but  Rosenberg  sent  me  a set  from 
Witten  which  taught  me  that  he  was  right.  Now  I already  had  more 
than  forty  notes,  and  one  time  I took  them  to  a numismatic  evening. 
C.  F.  Gebert  from  Nuremberg  was  there.  Instead  of  being  impressed 
by  my  collection  he  remarked  that  he  had  ten  times  as  many.  What 
an  exaggerator,  I thought  to  myself,  but  I accepted  his  invitation 
to  see  his  collection  when  I was  passing  through.  Meanwhile  he  had 
sold  it  to  the  print  cabinet  of  the  Germanic  Museum,  but  it  was  on 
display  there  and  therefore  useful.  That  was  a great  surprise 
which  greatly  dampened  my  delight  in  my  collection.  But  I made 
notes  on  everything  that  was  there  and  made  myself  write  everywhere 
to  find  them.  I also  received  more  packets  from  Rosenberg  and  thus 
obtained  Herne,  Marten,  Mengede,  Wattenscheid,  Sulmirschuetz, 
originals  from  Forbach,  which  I paid  a lot  for  even  then  as 
rarities;  at  the  same  time  I was  proud  of  the  4 August  fifty 
pfennig  from  Herne  as  a rarity,  which  is  today  just  trash. 

Further,  I obtained  as  a present  from  the  city  council  of  Harkirch 
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the  fifty  pfennig  and  one  mark  interim  issues,  other  examples  of 
which  I have  never  seen,  and  Bischhofstein,  Mormditt,  Bischofs- 
verder.  But  a great  number  of  refusals  came  in  too,  whether 
because  the  notes  had  already  been  destroyed  or  because  of  bureau- 
cratic ideas  that  they  should  not  be  released.  The  founder  and 
owner  of  a private  museum  in  Austria  helped  me  there;  he  requested 
double  sets  of  the  notes  denied  to  me  and  gave  me  the  duplicates; 
in  that  way  I got  the  city  issue  of  Beuthen,  Schaf fgotsch,  the 
commission  for  settling  Posen,  and  others.  The  same  gentleman  gave 
me  second  choice  of  the  things  sent  him  by  a non-commissioned 
officer  in  north  France  which  also  contained  Belgian  money, 
although  he  always  took  the  lower  values  for  himself  and  so  got  a 
lot  of  notes  for  a little  money,  while  most  of  what  was  left  for  me 
were  one  franc  notes  for  ninety  pfennigs.  Finally  I learned  the 
address  of  the  man  who  was  sending  these  notes  through  a careless 
remark  of  the  museum  director  and  I naturally  thereupon  immediately 
got  into  direct  contact  with  him.  He  was  a collector  too  and  still 
has  his  wonderful  collection  today.  Through  him  I obtained  many 
fine  items  which  hadn't  been  picked  over  by  the  middle  man,  and  in 
addition  the  notes  were  now  ten  pfennigs  per  franc  cheaper. 

I am  grateful  to  the  museum  director  for  other  contacts.  He  gave 
me  the  address  of  a Leipzig  paper  money  dealer  whom  I later  came  to 
know  in  person  in  Leipzig,  a curious  fellow,  always  in  his 
furnished  room,  wearing  only  shirt  and  pants,  unshaven  the  week 
long,  but  pretty  well  expert  in  questions  about  paper  money.  He 
guarded  his  treasures  in  the  cushion  of  the  chair  he  sat  in.  I got 
emergency  money  from  him  as  well  as  older  paper  money.  In  about 
the  middle  of  1915  I also  got,  through  the  museum  director,  a 
letter  from  General  Consul  Rotmann  in  Bremen  enclosing  as  a 
goodwill  offering  some  currency  from  the  10th  Army  Corps  and  an 
offer  to  exchange  emergency  money.  At  that  time  I had  no  dupli- 
cates and  put  him  off  but  Rotmann  did  not  give  up  and  thus  by 
degrees  developed  an  extensive  correspondence  which  is  still  going 
on  today.  Between  1916  and  1918  a letter  went  in  one  direction  or 
the  other  almost  every  day.  The  trading  was  advantageous  for  both 
sides,  and  I got  a good  deal  further  with  my  collection  because  R. 
Rotman's  method  of  dealing  with  issuing  agencies  from  whom  nothing 
was  to  be  expected  was  interesting.  He  wrote  all  the  tradespeople 
listed  in  the  national  directory  for  the  place,  always  enclosing 
return  postage,  and  got  results  in  many  instances.  He  visited  in 
person  the  places  where  he  had  no  addresses. 

I diligently  wrote  to  more  places  of  issue  that  I learned  about  and 
received  notes  from  the  authorities,  most  of  them  free:  Gross- 
Schliewitz  (already  then  the  five  mark  notes  were  gone;  I still 
don't  have  one),  Huehlhausen,  Kreis  Herzig,  Jaratschewo,  Deutsch- 
Eylau,  Rogasen,  Oberhausen,  Riesenburg,  Castrop,  Huehlhausen  in 
Alsace,  and  others.  It  was  painful  when  C.O.D.s  came,  often  for 
five  marks  or  even  more,  like  those  from  Bork  and  Hohensalza,  which 
were  still  current.  Rotmann  lacked  the  Herzig  set  I had  and  he  did 
not  stop  trying  to  make  me  trade  it  to  him  until  he  finally 
softened  me  up;  I think  I got  a fifty  mark  to  boot,  for  which  I 
could  buy  a whole  mess  of  other  things.  In  spite  of  that  my  lust 
for  the  Herzig  set  made  me  unhappy  until,  a year  or  two  later,  I 
obtained  a much  finer  set  than  the  one  I had  given  R. 
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In  1915  I began  corresponding  with  the  war-time  volunteer  Pieper  from 
Soest,  from  whom  I bought  many  notes,  particularly  from  the  Rhineland 
and  Westphalia,  all  at  half  face  value.  Through  the  museum  director  I 
came  into  the  circle  of  the  Hunich  Siegelmarkensammler  and  there  came 
to  know  an  avid  emergency  money  collector,  M.  Braunschweig,  who,  as  an 
East  Prussian,  could  supply  me  with  many  different  notes  from  there.  A 
neat  thing  happened  to  him  once;  he  too  also  wrote  eagerly  to  every 
issuing  place  and  begged  for  'Notgeld. ' That  term  was  not  then  so 
generally  used  as  today  and  was  once  completely  misunderstood.  An 
Upper  Silesian  city  answered  his  request  for  'Notgeld'  with  an  inquiry 
as  to  what  grounds  he  claimed  a subsidy  from  them.  The  magistrate  had 
understood  'Notgeld*  to  mean  money  for  his  emergency! 

That  was  the  time,  the  summer  of  1915,  when  the  first  reprints  ap- 
peared, like,  for  example,  those  of  Schoeneck,  but  we  still  did  not 
recognize  that  they  were  reprints.  A note  often  came  from  the 
issuing  places  that  all  of  the  emergency  money  had  been  given  to 
collectors,  which  made  me  wonder,  because  I knew  of  no  collectors 
except  for  my  few  trading  correspondents.  In  Frankfurt  besides 
Rosenberg  there  was  Dr.  Schoeller,  his  friend  and  a well-known 
numismatist;  to  save  labor  we  worked  together  and  ordered  the 
missing  items  in  common;  a life-long  trading  business  ensued.  I 
spent  every  free  hour  writing  to  issuing  places,  often  until  the 
early  hours.  When  I saw  pieces  in  other  collections  which  I still 
did  not  have,  I would  write  for  them  that  very  evening.  Naturally 
I used  every  means  to  increase  the  collection;  often  too  something 
turned  up  in  the  field,  and  so  at  the  beginning  of  1916  I could 
proudly  view  my  collection  of  five  hundred  notes.  The  depression 
in  value  that  has  come  about  since  then  is  interesting.  Many  that 
were  expensive  and  considered  of  the  greatest  rarity  are  today 
(19251  very  common,  like  the  set  from  Kaysersberg,  which  the  city 
did  not  issue  at  that  time  because  they  had  great  trouble  with  the 
administration  over  those  notes.  On  the  other  hand,  already  then 
one  couldn't  get  many  things  which  are  still  rare  today,  such  as 
the  Schwetz  two  mark.  That  was  when  I got  the  first  prison  camp 
notes,  the  Austrian  set  from  Groedig,  then  Koenigsbrueck,  Chemnitz, 
and  Cassel. 

As  the  result  of  a letter  I sent  to  a shipyard  near  Bremen  I 
received,  as  well  as  the  requested  material,  a postcard  from  the 
accountant  who  sent  it  requesting  picture  postcards  of  Munich.  I 
did  her  the  favor  and  then  received  from  her  the  addresses  of  other 
collectors  who  had  written  there  for  emergency  money.  Thus  I 
acquired  valuable  new  trading  partners,  for  example,  a man  at  a 
teacher's  college  in  Posenschen;  Buergermeister  Kienel  of  Jagen- 
dorf,  who  himself  issued  emergency  money  there  and  from  whom  I 
obtained  most  of  the  Austrian  issues  of  1914;  a Czechoslovakian 
dealer  in  Bruenn,  who  later  sent  me  a valuable  packet;  Editor  G. 

Walter  of  the  Vienna  Worker's  Times;  Mr.  Proeglhoef  and  other 
collectors  in  Austria. 

The  collector  was  now  fumbling  in  complete  darkness,  because  what 
all  had  been  issued  was  not  known.  He  just  took  what  he  could  get 
hold  of  and  said  he  was  complete  as  long  as  he  did  not  hear  of  any- 
thing new.  First  in  the  Berlin  Muenzblaettern,  then  as  an  off- 
print, appeared  Bohlen's  list  of  the  issuers  of  emergency  money. 
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arranged  by  provinces.  His  work  was  based  on  a report  to  the 
Reichstag  which  had  been  put  together  already  in  1914  or  1915  from 
official  records.  Incomplete  as  Bohlen's  work  is  from  the  vantage 
point  of  today,  it  was  valuable  enough  then  and  it  first  brought 
collecting  to  the  flood.  Now  one  could  write  to  the  places  from 
which  he  lacked  items,  and  he  could  send  a want  list  to  his  trader 
friends.  Articles  on  emergency  money  appeared  elsewhere  too,  like 
the  one  by  Langer  in  Posener  Land  with  illustrations,  and  they  were 
all  immediately  studied.  A careful  work  in  the  East  Prussian 
monthly  on  the  emergency  money  of  East  Prussia  brought  me  into 

contact  with  the  author.  Privy  Councilor  Wlnkel,  with  whom  I traded 
profitably  for  many  years.  I myself  wrote  a few  things  for  the 

Stuttgart  Krieg.  The  material  now  streaming  in  from  all  sides 
often  showed  small  differences  in  type  and  stamps,  at  first 
completely  disregarded  but  finally  also  listed.  Then  except  for 
the  issues  of  the  prison  camps,  to  which  I naturally  wrote 
everywhere,  nothing  more  new  turned  up;  the  study  of  variants 
became  a terrible  time  consumer.  The  correspondence  with  Rotmann 
dealt  mostly  with  such  questions. 

I was  always  trying  to  get  emergency  money  from  foreign  countries. 
Money  could  be  sent  to  the  occupied  cities  in  Curland:  Mitau, 

Libau,  and  Mindau,  by  postal  money  orders,  to  get  from  the  German 
buergermeisters  there  the  desired  notes  at  face  value.  Trades  with 
the  Vienna  Coin  Cabinet  brought  me  many  new  ones  from  Austria  and 
Hungary;  from  another  Austrian  collector  I got  some  Netherlands 
notes  which  enabled  me  to  offer  to  trade  with  the  Amsterdam  coin 
dealer  Schulman.  Schulman  responded  and  also  sent  me  notes  from 
the  French  cities  in  the  unoccupied  areas  and  a whole  row  of  North 
African  cities  which  naturally  none  of  us  had  at  that  time.  Now  I 
had  long  thought  that  emergency  money  wasn't  limited  to  Colmar, 
Muehlhausen,  Gebweiler  etc.,  in  Alsace,  but  also  was  issued  by  the 
places  in  that  area  occupied  by  the  French  as  soon  as  the  war  broke 
out  and  held  by  them  since.  Nothing  could  be  done  about  it;  direct 
correspondence  was  naturally  impossible.  That  was  why  the 
connection  with  Schulman  was  welcome  to  me,  as  perhaps  through  him 
I could  get  these  notes.  So  I made  him  aware  of  the  hypothetical 
notes,  and  Schulman  turned  to  a Paris  company,  from  which  he  got 
the  notes  and  also  discovered  that  the  notes  of  these  so-called 
redeemed  lands  were  eagerly  sought  by  the  French  collectors.  Thus 
I had  to  pay  with  heavy  trading  material  for  the  fifty  from  Thann 
which  I received  in  July,  1916.  I never  had  loose  cash  during  the 
war  and  even  after  the  war  only  sent  money  to  foreign  countries  on 
rare  occasions,  always  trying  to  get  everything  possible  by 
trading. 

The  note  from  Thann  was  now  the  highlight  of  my  collection,  and  I 

even  had  it  photographed  to  tease  my  trading  friends,  who  didn't 
have  it.  But  so  doing,  I made  Rotmann  hot  tor  this  issue  and  was 

myself  teased  when  Rotmann  a few  months  later  was  able  to  let  me 
know  that  he  had  acquired  a whole  parcel  of  such  issues.  There  was 
emergency  money  not  only  from  Thann  but  also  from  a whole  row  of 
other  places.  Thus  it  was  possible  that  there  were  still 
undiscovered  issues  in  the  part  of  upper  Alsace  remaining  in  German 
hands.  At  first  I tentatively  wrote  to  a few  cities,  always  with 
return  postage,  and  when  I confirmed  my  suspicions  took  up  the 
research  methodically.  I worked  over  the  general  staff  map  for  all 
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of  upper  Alsace  and  large  areas  of  lower  Alsace  and  Lorraine,  town 
by  town.  I always  asked  whether  the  place  also  had  had  industrial 
emergency  money  and  what  was  known  about  emergency  money  in  the 
neighborhood.  Even  if  99%  of  the  answers  were  negative,  yet  I had 
fine  results  and  discovered  the  issues  of  Alt  Pfirt,  Roppen- 
zweiler,  Fislis,  Oltingen  Bouvier,  Buchsweiler,  Hirsingen, 
Altkirch  Gilardoni,  Roppenzweiler  Schlumberger,  Stehelin-Scheurer, 
and  Baumwollspinerei  Sennheim,  Ammerschweier  Kling,  Grafenstaden. 
From  the  first  three  places  I knew,  following  the  examples  of  other 
collectors,  who  had  also  already  acquired  entire  stocks,  to  get  all 
that  remained,  usually  from  twenty  to  fifty  notes,  although  I had 
to  turn  over  the  large  stock  from  Hirsingen  to  Rotmann  as  too 
expensive.  I sold  part  of  it  very  cheaply  (at  five  or  ten  percent 
of  the  present  value!);  the  remainder  could  be  used  as  first  class 
trading  material . 

Finally  I had  worked  all  of  the  known  sources  and  thereby  obtained 
a knowledgeable  overview  of  the  rarity  or  plentifulness  of  the 
individual  issues.  Yet  the  attitude  of  the  sources  toward 
different  collectors  was  quite  different.  A general  consul  or  a 
bank  director  or  a privy  councillor  could  acquire  many  things 
because  of  his  title,  which  could  be  denied  to  a student,  and  when 
it  came  to  money  bags,  the  other  collectors  had  the  advantage.  But 
I have  in  most  cases  obtained  by  diligence  and  perseverance  what 
others  got  with  cash.  Hy  monopoly  of  Alsatian  material  brought  me 
many  profitable  trades.  That's  how  I got  notes  from  Pleschen  and 
Hansdorf  in  the  middle  of  1916  at  face  value.  Today  they  are 
valued  at  fifty  and  one  hundred  marks. 

In  October  of  1916  I obtained  the  first  fractional  notes.  I was 
astonished  by  the  issues  and  didn't  rightly  know  how  to  begin  with 
them.  I could  not  consider  them  part  of  the  1914s,  and  they 
couldn't  be  assigned  a separate  group  because  of  their  small 
number.  I did  not  observe  a need  for  small  change  which  would  have 
required  the  issue  of  such  values  until  the  following  year.  The 
need  must  have  been  felt  earlier  by  municipal  offices  than  by 
private  citizens.  Hy  first  fractional  notes  were  the  issue  of  5, 
10,  and  50  pfennigs  from  Bruckmann  in  Munich,  then  the  Posen  set  of 
1,  5,  10  and  50  pfg.,  the  fiver  from  the  cashier  of  the  Posen 
Colonization  Commission  which  was  at  the  same  time  the  first 
example  of  the  later  so  common  reuse  of  older  notes.  Fractional 
notes  turned  up  so  very  infrequently,  however,  that  I still  did  not 
realize  how  universal  their  issue  was.  I acquired  them  quite  by 
accident  from  places  to  which  I had  written  for  1914  notes. 

Host  of  my  acquisitions  were  still  notes  of  1914,  including  those 
of  Austria,  to  which  were  always  added  more  notes  of  other 
countries,  Belgium,  France,  Poland,  Russia,  the  Netherlands, 
Hungary,  Montenegro,  yes,  even  Turkey.  In  November  of  1916  the 
collection  reached  a count  of  2000  cities;  it  had  reached  400  only 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

At  that  time  a great  step  forward  was  made  in  Vienna.  The  above- 
mentioned  editor  of  the  Worker's  Times , G.  Halter,  decided  to  issue 
a war-collectors'  periodical,  which  appeared  monthly  beginning 
November  1,  1916,  to  which  I subscribed  from  the  first  number. 
Halter  thus  created  the  backbone  of  notgeld  collecting,  because  the 
main  part  of  the  journal  was  devoted  to  notgeld,  although  bread 
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cards,  posters,  stamps,  badges,  special  tokens,  war  bulletins,  etc. 
were  included.  Already  In  the  first  number  the  current  burning 
question  of  reprints  was  addressed.  Halter  often  reported  on  the 
interesting  Austrian  Issues  of  1914,  mostly  from  Bohemia  and 
Galicia;  as  I had  worked  over  Upper  Alsace,  so  he  did  with  all 
Austria.  It  is  a very  great  pity  that  today  hardly  anyone  is  still 
collecting  the  1914  notes  from  Austria;  the  series  notes  of  1919-20 
have  smothered  everything  else  there. 

Meanwhile,  through  trading  and  correspondence  with  other  collectors 
I had  acquired  a great  quantity  of  varieties  and  over  eighty 
previously  unknown  issues  of  notes.  This  seemed  to  be  important 
for  collectors,  since  these  notes  weren't  mentioned  in  Bohlen's 
scanty  list.  On  Rotmann's  advice  I decided  to  publish  these 
discoveries  myself  in  the  form  of  a pamphlet  (Leipzig,  1916);  he 
lent  me  the  money  for  the  printing,  a large  amount  to  me  then;  and 
the  large  number  of  orders  which  came  in  enabled  me  to  pay  him  back 
relatively  quickly.  Although  the  pamphlets  didn't  bring  in  much 
more  than  the  printing  costs,  they  brought  me  the  advantage  that 
they  made  me  known  as  a collector,  so  an  increasing  amount  of 
material  and  reports  streamed  in.  I also  obtained  the  right  to 
speak  in  my  letters  to  officials  of  my  knowledgeable  work  on 
notgeld,  which  often  had  good  results,  in  that  I obtained  material 
which  was  not  available  to  others,  or  at  least  I obtained  free  that 
for  which  others  had  to  pay.  Unfortunately  many  times  other 
collectors  began  to  write  in  a similar  vein,  often  with  no  right; 
one  knows  of  those  who  worked  with  false  titles  and  pretensions. 

In  1916  I first  saw  notgeld  displayed,  as  part  of  a larger 
exhibition  of  war  material,  in  Bad  Homburg.  I still  remember  with 
what  reverence  a Rhenish  collector  and  I admired  the  treasures; 
now  that  collector  is  dead  and  that  collection  has  been  in  my 
possession  since  Christmas  of  1925  and  reminds  me  today  of  the 
initial  stages  of  my  collection,  since  it  doesn't  seem  to  have  been 
increased  any  since  that  exhibition. 

The  number  of  fractional  notes  grew.  I got  Weissenburg  in  Bavaria, 
Hohensalza,  Rakwitz,  Warthelager , Arlt,  the  Posener  Beamtenverein, 
Zeulenroda,  Nuernberg  Henglein,  Tuchel,  Kattowitz,  Bitterfeld 
Elektron,  Gleiwitz,  Bromberg,  and  others.  Already  in  the  January 
number  of  the  Kriegszeltung  there  was  talk  of  a flood,  and  in  the 
February  issue  a column  and  a half  of  names  were  listed.  How  could 
I get  them?  In  the  same  issue  was  an  article  by  Hinkel,  amusing  to 
read  today,  in  which  he  recommends  old  collectors  not  to  worry 
about  the  new  issues  and  to  collect  only  the  notes  of  1914.  It 
seems  to  always  be  the  case  that  every  new  period  startles  the 
collector,  lets  the  determination  grow  in  hire  not  to  collect  the 
new,  and  yet  he  does  so  later  on,  often  when  it  is  too  late.  If 
only  I had  been  in  a position  to  write  down  everything  I learned  at 
that  time  about  new  issues!  Many  Issues  which  were  then  in  lists 
now  are  of  the  greatest  rarity;  there  are  many  issues  of  which  I 
haven't  seen  a note.  Quite  a few  issues  in  early  notgeld  books, 
which  were  later  dismissed  as  errors  because  nothing  could  be 
ascertained  about  them,  go  back  to  the  old  reports  in  the 
Kr iegssaamlerzeitung,  and  quite  a few  issues  really  existed  then 
about  which  no  one  knows  anything  today. 
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The  impossibility  of  anyone's  sending  letters  everywhere  determined 
Rotmann,  Mr.  Neyn  in  Hamburg  (a  very  eager  collector),  and  me  to 
form  a partnership;  Rotmann  would  share  everything  with  us,  we  in 
return  would  inform  him  of  everything  we  found  out.  I gladly 
entered  into  the  agreement  and  received  in  January  1917  the  first 
of  that  sort  of  shipment,  followed  in  short  order  by  others.  Thus 
I obtained  at  face  value  Rybnik  1916,  Nakel,  Unruhstadt,  Strasburg 
Jablonowski  and  other  rarities  which  are  expensive  today.  But  the 
packages  ran  into  money  and  were  in  addition  made  more  expensive 
because  of  postage,  so  that  unfortunately  I had  to  terminate  the 
agreement.  If  I had  perservered  my  collection  would  today  be  the 
best;  as  it  is  I have  the  second  or  third  best  in  fractional 
notes.  In  spite  of  that  I was  able  during  the  course  of  the  year 
to  obtain  most  of  the  issues  which  thus  nearly  escaped  me,  but  for 
many  issues  the  saying  held,  "What  you  let  slip  in  an  eye  blink 
eternity  will  not  bring  back." 

In  April  of  1917  my  collection  was  exhibited  at  the  war  exhibition 
in  Metz;  at  the  same  time  I wrote  more  articles  about  notgeld  for 
the  newspapers  there.  Naturally  the  Alsatian  notes  were  featured 
there.  Upon  the  return  of  the  collection  I was  little  pleased  to 
see  that  many  pieces  had  been  completely  discolored  by  the  lights, 
particularly  the  hectographed  notes  from  Roppenzweiler . Fortun- 
ately sooner  or  later  I was  able  to  extirpate  all  the  damage 
through  trading.  Once  again,  in  the  summer  of  1917,  I exhibited  my 
collection  in  Frankfurt,  where  I had  to  make  the  same  discovery. 

In  the  previously  mentioned  collection  exhibited  in  Homburg  which  I 
bought  I was  now  able  to  see  strong  traces  of  the  same  thing.  All 
of  this  prevented  me  from  lending  my  collection  in  response  to 
later  requests  for  exhibiting;  the  collection  wouldn't  grow  that 
way.  In  my  home  I naturally  gladly  show  any  interested  person  what 
he  wants  to  see. 

The  more  new  notgeld  was  issued,  the  greater  also  became  the 
number  of  collectors.  That  caused  the  coin  dealers  to  handle 
notgeld  in  spite  of  their  earlier  declared  antipathy.  In  Leipzig 
the  Redder  Firm  too,  a reader  of  the  Kriegssammlerzeitung,  accepted 
all  the  new  issues;  how  cheaply  they  were  sold  then!  I bought  the 
first  issue  of  Weisswasser,  1,  2,  5,  10,  25,  50  pfg,  for  1.50  marks 
in  paper;  a valuable  set  of  proofs  for  it,  which  I have  never  seen 
offered  again,  for  four  marks;  Union  Bank  of  Rathenow,  second 
issue,  for  one  mark  (six  denominations!);  Zuellichau  Eichmann  1,  2, 
5 pfg  was  already  expensive  at  40  pfg. ! Unfortunately  here  too  I 
could  choose  only  a few  things;  I remember,  for  example,  that 
Czempin  Jaroszynski  was  to  be  had,  but  at  that  time  I thought  I 
would  acquire  it  more  cheaply  directly.  I still  lack  it  today! 

Mhat  I acquired  through  travelling  naturally  gave  me  special 
pleasure,  but  it  was  often  in  circulated  condition.  In  Leipzig  I 
acquired  from  circulation,  little  by  little,  all  of  the  relief 
notes  now  so  scarce.  They  circulated  like  money  without 
limitations.  In  Meimar  an  envelope  stamped  "50  pfg"  by  the 
streetcar  company  held  five  ten  pfennig  coins  and  was  used  for 
change . 

At  that  time  I got  in  touch  with  all  the  large  printing  firms  in 
order  to  receive  immediate  reports  about  new  issues;  that  way  I 
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also  got  many  proof  printings.  Unfortunately  I gave  most  of  these 
away  later  if  I got  completed  pieces  of  the  same  issue,  keeping  the 
proofs  only  if  there  were  differences.  I used  every  connection  to 
get  notes.  A friend  who  was  killed  soon  after  sent  me  the  ten 
pfennig  check  of  his  company,  in  the  Fourteenth  Saxon  Armament 
Batallion.  I also  wrote  to  the  occupied  cities  in  Poland, 
foresightedly  in  German  and  Polish,  and  had  very  nice  results. 

Most  letters  written  only  in  German  went  unanswered. 

At  the  end  of  1917  for  the  first  time  I lucked  into  buying  an 
entire  collection;  even  if  it  was  only  the  duplicates  a Munich 
collector  had  deliberately  obtained  to  sell,  yet  it  still  brought 
me  300  new  notes,  including  many  good  1914s,  among  them 
Wartenburg.  The  arrangement  of  the  collection  was  like  that  of 
mine,  as  relatively  few  were  at  that  time;  most  collectors  of  that 
time  included  foreign  countries,  whereby  the  old  collections  were 
more  interesting  and  more  diversified  than  today's  special 
collections.  Anyway,  anyone  who  didn't  collect  from  the  beginning 
can't  include  everything. 

I also  resumed  collecting  old  paper  money.  Through  trading  I was 
corresponding  with  Mr.  Pfluemer  in  Hameln.  He  was  the  eagerest 
collector  of  old  paper  money  and  had  a magnificent  collection  of 
10,000  notes.  I received  many  of  his  duplicates  and  finally  bought 
a duplicate  collection  of  many  hundreds  of  notes  he  had  assembled, 
whereby  my  collection  of  such  notes  first  acquired  a proper  ap- 
pearance. Trading  with  Mr.  Pfluemer  lasted  through  many  years. 

Even  after  he  was  almost  blind  he  still  worked  with  his  collection, 
using  a loupe.  He  died  in  1922  and  I was  lucky  enough,  through  the 
agency  of  a buyer,  to  preserve  this  unique  collection  intact  for 
science.  I hope  when  I have  finally  brought  the  war  emergency 
money  into  some  sort  of  order  to  be  able,  with  the  help  of  this 
collection,  to  write  a catalog  of  the  older  paper  money  of  the 
entire  world,  with  the  exception  of  the  United  States,  for  which 
this  theme  has  already  been  exhaustively  worked. 

From  1916  to  1918  the  Schulraan  Firm  in  Amsterdam  issued  catalogs  of 
notgeld  from  most  of  the  countries  at  war,  the  greater  part  of  the 
notes  illustrated.  Several  previously  unknown  issues  of  upper 
Alsace  were  listed,  but  at  what  prices!  Twenty,  thirty,  even  fifty 
gulden,  and  how  much  a gulden  was  worth!  I thought  I would 
have  to  wait  for  peacetime,  when  the  mark  would  again  be  at  par; 

I continued  to  offer  him  trades  but  they  were  not  as  willingly 
accepted  as  in  1916.  I could  obtain  only  a small  number  of  the 
upper  Alsatian  issues  I so  desired.  One  of  these  packages,  sent  to 
my  military  address,  was  stopped,  and  I had  to  see  the  major.  The 
inquiry  was  painful  because  Schulman  had  included  a bill  in  the 
package  and  not  said  anything  about  a trade.  Fortunately  I could 
prove  that  on  my  part  only  a trade  was  intended,  so  I received  my 
package.  The  major  was  at  a complete  loss  to  understand  why  I 
collected  such  stuff! 

At  the  beginning  of  1918  I was  able  to  buy  another  collection,  that 
of  the  treasurer  of  Wattenschied,  who  had  signed  the  1914  issues  of 
that  city.  From  the  meagre  yield  I mention  only  the  fractional 
notes  of  Mattenschied,  both  serial  number  1.  I have  always 
attached  special  value  to  pieces  with  low  numbers  and  have  today  in 
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my  collection  probably  forty  or  fifty  pieces  which  bear  the  first 
number.  At  that  time  I again  made  rather  large  additions  to  my 
fractional  notes  through  Englemann's  Notgeld  Collectors'  Club  in 
Dresden,  which  provided  notes  at  face  value  plus  a ten  pfennig 
premium.  In  addition  I acquired  rather  large  quantities  of  notgeld 
from  Cahn  in  Frankfurt,  Ball  in  Berlin,  Redder,  Redwitz  in 
Stuttgart,  Mueller  in  Munich,  Petersdorf  in  Cottbus  and  Bruno 
Hoffmann  in  Leipzig.  The  last  marked  all  the  notes  of  his 
selection  with  a small  BH  stamped  in  a corner;  still  today  you 
often  find  notes  marked  that  way  and  thus  have  a guarantee  that  the 
note  is  genuine  and  not  a reprint  from  a later  time,  which  in  the 
case  of  many  issues  can  unfortunately  no  longer  be  determined.  In 
trade  I obtained  a rather  large  number  of  notes,  mostly  fractional, 
from  Mr.  Rosenblatt  in  Frankfurt  and  other  collectors  in  Munich. 
Since  I had  been  living  in  Munich  since  1917,  I reached  near 
completeness  first  in  Bavarian  fractionals,  then  mainly  in  south 
German  issues,  while  the  eastern  issues  were  still  then  poorly 
represented.  In  addition,  I was  collecting  metallic  notgeld  too 
then,  just  what  I could  get,  but  paper  money  was  dearer  to  me,  and 
when  I found  that  some  uncirculated  zinc  coins  from  the  Luwigshafen 
Aniline  Factory  had  become  completely  oxidized  and  spotted  after  a 
few  months,  I lost  my  pleasure  in  collecting  metallic  notgeld.  I 
gave  up  this  part  of  the  collection  and  cultivated  it  only  for 
Baden  and  Alsace-Lorraine. 

Mow  came  November,  1918,  and  with  it  the  revolution,  inflated 
prices,  and  the  issues  of  large  denominations.  In  the  first  days 
of  November  I laid  by  as  my  first  example  of  the  new  notgeld  period 
a new  ten  mark  note  of  Munich,  taken  fresh  and  new  from  cir- 
culation. Yet  I had  to  spend  it  a few  weeks  later  and  replace  it 
with  a fiver;  in  addition  I obtained  the  Reich-loan  coupon  for  2.50 
marks,  which  had  been  made  legal  tender  in  October.  Unfortunately 
I missed  the  chance  or  could  not  afford  to  pick  up  a few  pieces  of 
the  coupons  of  the  Bavarian  loan,  which  also  circulated  as  money 
then.  The  hope  of  acquiring  these  more  cheaply  after  they  were 
withdrawn  failed;  I have  not  met  with  any  of  these  scarce  coupons 
in  any  other  collection  either.  The  next  widely  circulated  large 
notes  were  the  Reich  coupons  for  five  marks  and  the  Bavarian  State 
Bank  one  mark;  I obtained  the  other  values  of  the  series  free, 
specimen  notes  from  the  State  Bank.  Then  five  different  two  mark 
notes  from  Frankfurt,  five  marks  from  Magdeburg,  Bielefeld  one  and 
two  marks.  The  first  demonetized  large  notes  I acquired  (April  10, 
1919)  were  Heilbronn  5,  10,  20,  and  50  marks.  I paid  nine  marks,  a 
dear  enough  price.  Then  Donaueschungen  (still  the  original)  for 
two  marks,  the  again  at  face  value  Leipzig  five  marks,  Blaubeuren 
two  marks,  Goeppingen  five  marks,  and  an  example  of  the  Frankfurt 
one  mark  notes  which  were  stolen  incompleted  from  the  printer's  and 
circulated;  the  city  stopped  issuing  those  notes.  Then  came  the 
demonetized  Nuernberg  coupon  for  forty  pfennigs,  of  which  I 
obtained  a great  number,  traded  advantageously,  likewise  the  Lindau 
provisional.  I got  Konstanz,  Landau,  Zweibruecken  free;  in  trade  I 
acquired  Breslau,  Schwelm,  Barmen;  I bought  the  demonetized  Koeln 
15  marks,  Sommerfeld,  Diessen.  Since  I had  the  Bavarian 
fractionals  almost  complete,  I next  concerned  myself  principally 
with  the  large  Bavarian  notes  but  received  many  rejections.  Then  I 
made  a request  to  the  Bavarian  minister  of  the  interior  and 
obtained  from  him  a written  certificate  that  all  Bavarian  note 
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issuers  were  required  to  let  me  have  a demonetized  specimen  of 
their  issues.  I sent  this  from  one  place  to  another  and  whether 
they  wanted  to  or  not,  everyone  had  to  send  me  their  notes,  even 
those  who  had  earlier  refused  my  request  many  times;  the 
administration  of  Schwaben,  Schongau,  and,  what  gave  me  the 
greatest  joy,  the  regional  office  in  Traunstein.  I had  written 
there  at  least  ten  times,  my  numerous  requests  instigated  because 
the  Chiemgau  Museum  (which  also  lacked  the  notes)  thought  they  had 
all  been  disposed  of.  Yet  now  the  man  in  charge  had  to  send  me  a 
set,  although  he  let  himself  be  paid  twenty  marks  for  a worthy 
cause.  For  a long  time  I thought  I was  the  only  one  who  had  this 
rarity,  until  notes  appeared  in  a few  other  collections,  although 
most  of  them  were  blank,  unsigned  notes.  My  certificate  travelled 
farther  until  finally,  at  almost  the  last  place  I lacked,  it  was 
lost.  The  only  issues  I couldn't  get  were  the  three  Palatine 
cities  Kusel,  Wolfstein,  and  Lauterecken.  The  officials  wrote  that 
the  notes  were  never  put  into  circulation  and  all  had  been 
destroyed,  so  I turned  to  the  printer  who  had  produced  them,  with 
the  result  that  I got  the  undemonetized  set  of  each!  I considered 
these  to  be  rarer  than  Traunstein,  trusting  what  the  officials  had 
written.  My  disillusionment  was  great  when  later  a great  number  of 
these  supposedly  completely  destroyed  issues  appeared  in  commerce. 
Anyway,  I trusted  that  those  notes  had  all  been  stamped  invalid  but 
mine  not.  However,  it  is  easy  to  erase  a stamp,  which  is  the 
reason  I have  given  the  undemonitized  notes  a low  value  in  the 
second  edition  of  the  large-denomination  book,  althought  they 
deserve  the  highest  valuation. 

From  the  beginning  i have  naturally  set  aside  uncirculated 
specimens  of  all  the  Reich  banknotes  I could  afford  to;  I couldn't 
afford  the  fifty  mark  note  of  1918.  Even  thuough  all  these  notes 
were  available  cheaply  later  on  during  the  inflation,  I didn't 
regret  the  high  denomination  issues,  because  the  earlier  issues 
often  have  different  shades  of  color  than  the  later  and 
uncirculated  notes  were  not  available  later. 

In  the  middle  of  November,  1918,  the  Alsatian  students  in  the 
Munich  University  were  allowed  to  return  home.  It  was  a melancholy 
departure,  apparently  forever.  I gave  a friend  a large  sum  of 
money  and  asked  him  to  try  to  get  me  all  the  issues  of  the  parts  of 
upper  Alsace  which  had  been  occupied  from  the  beginning.  But  under 
the  new  circumstances  he  didn't  nearly  achieve  that;  the  result  was 
practically  nothing.  I got  only  the  fifty  centime  note  from 
Strasburg . 

In  the  summer  of  1919  the  research  on  large  notes  was  completed. 
There  was  not  much  in  the  papers;  thus  I had  to  write  everywhere 
myself.  I had  my  letter  of  inquiry  printed  and  sent  it  to  2000 
places,  collecting  thus  the  material  for  my  later  large-note  book. 
The  fractional  note  collection  was  constructed  that  way  too, 
although  individually  writing  to  so  many  places  took  too  much 
time.  Up  to  1922  I carried  on  all  my  work  with  notgeld  only  in  the 
time  left  free  by  my  studies  and,  later,  my  occupation. 

In  the  beginning  of  1919  the  long-awaited  booklet  by  G.  Walter  ap- 
peared, which  contained  a list  of  all  the  then  known  issuers  of 
notgeld,  although  the  German  included  only  prisoner  of  war  money 
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and  issues  since  1914,  then  Austria,  Hungary,  Poland,  and  Russia. 
Unfortunately  because  of  the  political  turnover  he  did  not  make  the 
division  he  should  have;  by  the  rearrangement  of  country  boundaries 
collectordom  had  also  been  split  up.  Also  the  Kriegsammlerzeitung 
too  was  continued  in  January,  1919.  Other  collector  journals,  like 
one  in  Neustadt  bei  Pinne  in  Posen  and  the  Communications  of  the 
Hindenburg  Museum  in  Posen,  had  already  had  the  same  fate  earlier. 
Thus  collectordom  was  leaderless  at  the  very  moment  when  the  most 
interesting  issues  were  appearing  and  the  possibility  had  been 
given  of  acquiring  notgeld  of  the  foreign  enemies.  That  was  when 
the  first  Austrian  fractionals  appeared,  of  which  I first  acquired 
those  from  Innsbruck,  Kufstein,  Graz.  Here  too  I again  wrote  to 
every  place  I was  able  to  learn  anything  about  and  on  speculation 
to  many  others.  The  Austrian  notgeld  which  appeared  at  that  time, 
really  issued  for  use,  was  collected  by  most  German  collectors  and 
also  carried  by  the  dealers.  Only  in  1920,  when  the  issues  became 
innumerable  and  were  produced  only  for  speculation,  did  interest 
cease . 

The  number  of  collectors  had  increased  greatly  with  the  return  of 
the  veterans.  The  lack  of  a journal  was  felt  more  and  more 
painfully.  In  the  summer  of  1919  I succeeded  in  persuading  the 
publisher  of  The  Collectors 1 Ueekly  to  issue  a periodical  called 
Das  Notgeld ; M.  Braunschweig  edited  it.  But  the  collecting 
movement  was  still  too  slow  and  the  advertisement  left  everything 
to  be  desired.  Thus  the  periodical  collapsed  with  issue  4/6  and 
was  incorporated  into  the  same  publisher's  Bundeskamerad. 
Nonetheless,  by  April  of  1920  enough  subscribers  had  been  found 
that  the  sheet  could  be  started  over,  since  when  it  has  appeared 
with  me  as  editor. 

When  peace  was  concluded  I began  to  concern  myself  with  the  notgeld 
of  our  colonies.  Already  in  December  of  1918  I had  bought  from 
Redder  three  different  one  rupee  notes  and  three  fives  from  German 
East  Africa;  I had  to  pass  on  the  higher  values  he  offered  because 
of  their  price.  Even  during  the  war  I was  once  offered  a Tabora 
gold  piece  for  which  "only"  one  thousand  marks  was  asked;  that  was 
naturally  out  of  the  question,  but  someone  seems  to  have  paid  that 
price  for  it  then.  Geheimrat  Winkel  had  in  his  collection  a one 
mark  note  from  the  Mortgage  Company  of  Southwest  Africa  in 
Lueder itzbucht;  during  the  war  I had  written  many  times  to  the 
Berlin  office  of  the  company  and  was  encouraged  by  the  war's 
ending.  Even  then  I could  still  not  get  the  piece,  but  I already 
suspected  that  other  issues  must  also  have  been  produced  there. 

Then  the  Bundeskamerad  printed  an  article  by  a Southwest  Afrikaner 
about  this  notgeld,  with  illustrations.  This  gentleman  did  not 
answer  my  letter,  but  some  names  could  be  recognized  in  the 
illustrations  and  so  I wrote  to  these  firms.  Although  it  took  more 
than  a year  to  receive  an  answer,  it  came  and  brought  beautiful, 
interesting  notes,  as  well  as  information  about  other  companies 
which  also  had  notgeld.  I wrote  to  these  too  and  again  received 
notes.  Finally,  in  1922,  I was  fortunate  enough  to  buy  the 
remainder  of  the  notes  of  the  Swakopmund  Bookstore;  I was 
particularly  happy  that  the  business  office  of  the  company  was  in 
the  building  of  my  Berlin  competitor  Ball,  whom  the  deal  thus 
eluded.  I also  made  the  acquaintance  of  a leading  official  of  the 
German  East  African  Bank  in  Berlin  who  had  signed  many  of  these 
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notes  himself.  Through  him  I acquired  a great  number  of  thea  and 
could  little  by  little  build  up  for  ayself  a nearly  coaplete 
collection  of  these  scarce  colonial  issues. 

The  only  collector  literature  available  then  was  a hastily  put 
together  collection  of  articles  on  fractional  notes  by  L.  v.  L., 
reprinted  froa  the  Berlin  Muenzblaetter,  along  with  the  work  by 
Professor  Schraaa,  a disorderly  collection  of  notes  and  coins  of 
all  periods  which  put  more  value  on  the  explanatory  text  than  on 
the  factual  correctness  of  the  contents;  it  was  of  hardly  any  use 
to  the  collector.  Therefore  I decided  to  publish  a catalog  of  the 
Geraan  fractional  currency  with  notes  on  the  differences  of  the 
individual  issues  which  had  not  been  noted  in  any  work.  The 
booklet  appeared  at  the  end  of  1919  froa  the  press  of  Ad.  E.  Cahn 
in  Frankfurt  and  contained  1082  issues,  59  pages. 

Now  began  the  golden  period  of  collecting.  New  issues  were  always 
appearing  everywhere,  stimulating  an  ever-increasing  group  to 
collect;  as  did  the  increasing  number  of  publications.  The 
appearance  of  publications  on  a previously  unnoticed  area  of 
collecting  steadily  raised  interest  and  also  prices.  The 
fractional  currency  catalog  had  to  go  through  two  new  editions  in 
the  next  two  years,  and  the  issues  of  1914  and  the  large  notes  of 
1918-19  were  worked  up  into  two  separate  books.  I compiled  the 
large-bill  book  together  with  Dr.  Behr,  who  at  that  time  was  the 
curator  of  the  collection  of  the  Koeln  Museum  for  Commerce  and 
Trade;  I wrote  the  1914  book  by  ayself  but,  in  accordance  with  an 
agreement  with  Dr.  Behr,  listed  him  as  collaborator  to  protect 
ayself  from  possible  claims  from  a Swiss  publisher,  for  whoa  I had 
already  written  on  this  subject  in  1917  or  1918,  although  he  had 
cheated  me  out  of  ay  fee.  The  journal,  now  published  by  the 
Rudolph  Kuerzl  Press,  owned  by  the  brother  of  the  first  publisher, 
was  greatly  enlarged  and  had  to  come  out  every  two  weeks;  there  was 
hardly  space  to  write  about  the  many  new  issues.  As  editor  I 
received  free  examples  from  most  places;  because  of  the  flood  of 
new  issues  I would  hardly  have  been  able  to  buy  everything.  This 
is  how  it  goes  in  life:  As  soon  as  someone  has  Bade  a thing 
important  by  his  tireless  labor,  others  come  and  want  to  share  in 
the  profit.  Competing  journals  appeared.  Competition  can  work 
very  well,  in  that  it  stimulates  all  participants  to  their  highest 
performance,  without  this  having  to  be  a hindrance  to  friendly 
relations.  Das  Notgeld  had,  however,  always  had  to  protect  itself 
against  the  unpleasant  sort.  More  and  more  producers  of  notgeld 
began  to  issue  it  to  sell  to  collectors  rather  than  for  the  needs 
of  commerce;  the  first  collectors  immediately  recognized  the  danger 
of  this  development,  which  could  turn  notgeld  collecting  into  a 
joke  and  do  much  damage  to  collecting.  For  that  reason  Das  Notgeld 
opposed  series  issues  and  swindling  issues  from  the  first. 
Notgeldmarkt  was  the  only  organ  which  described  these  issues  in 
detail  and  praised  them,  calling  forth  new  issues,  and  thus  the 
opposite  to  what  the  first  collectors  had  striven  for  happened. 

Der  Notgeldmarkt  had  most  collectors  on  its  side.  It  had  won  these 
through  an  original  but  not  irreproachable  maneuver;  at  one  time  I 
read  a small  ad  in  a paper  in  south  Germany:  "For  notgeld 
collectors!  It  will  interest  collectors  that  since...  a unique 
periodical  for  notgeld  collectors  has  been  produced  by  (such  and 
such)  a publisher."  Then  I read  this  ad  in  countless  other  papers 
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and  could  not  understand  ho*  this  genuine  ad  fit  into  the  news  part 
of  the  paper.  I solved  the  puzzle  years  later.  The  publisher  had 
this  notice  printed  on  newsprint  in  the  for*  of  an  article, 
surrounded  by  other  apparently  real  articles,  with  ads  on  the  other 
side,  so  that  the  thing  appeared  to  have  been  torn  out  of  a 
newspaper,  although  it  had  been  printed  by  itself.  Now  the  notgeld 
notice  was  circled  in  blue  and  sent  to  all  the  newspapers  in  the 
newspaper  catalog, along  with  a short  covering  letter  something  like 
this:  "Dear  Editor,  As  an  eager  reader  of  your  paper  and  as  a 

notgeld  collector  I beg  you  to  reprint  this  notice,  which  will 
surely  interest  many  readers."  The  countless  papers  taken  in  by 
this  swindle  would  naturally  have  rightly  rejected  an  open  and 
honorable  request  fro*  the  publisher  for  a Mention,  and  thus,  to  my 
indignation,  I had  to  read  this  notice  in  more  and  more  papers,  a 
notice  which  fro*  the  beginning  led  »ost  of  the  collectors  to 
subscribe  to  *y  Eisenberg  co»petitor.  My  letters  to  editors  saying 
that  such  an  organ  had  been  in  existence  for  several  years  were, 
for  the  *ost  part,  without  result  and  it  was  impossible  for  »e  to 
write  to  so  *any  papers.  There  was  only  one  consolation,  that  Der 
ilotgeldmarkt  did  not  re*ain  the  only  competitor;  one  after  another 
five  *ore  were  added,  in  Jena,  Gernrode,  Cassel,  and  other  places. 

Since  the  others  were  concerned  only  with  profits,  *y  books 
naturally  went  Mostly  unmentioned;  one  paper  once  went  so  far  as  to 
reprint  *y  own  reports  and  claia  the*  as  their  own,  which  led  to  a 
lawsuit. 

The  first  rather  large  notgeld  exhibition  took  place  in  February,  1921, 
in  Hannover,  presented  by  H.  Seligmann.  The  crowd  was  so  large  that  I 
was  hardly  able  to  see  the  displays.  It  was  siailar  at  the  exhibition 
in  Hamburg,  which  was  *ore  like  a fair.  One  *ust  marvel  today  at  how 
easily  the  collectors  spent  large  amounts  at  that  time.  Most  of  the 
new  issues  had  to  be  purchased  from  dealers,  because  who  had  the  time 
to  himself  write  everywhere! 

As  always,  I obtained  through  purchase  or  trade  what  I lacked.  The 
scarce  upper  Alsatian  issues  now  came  into  the  country  in  larger 
numbers  but  were  always  very  high  priced.  Through  my  notgeld  book 
I had  become  acquainted  with  Mr.  Schoffit,  who  was  making  himself  a 
special  collection  of  Alsatian  issues  at  that  time.  Through  trades 
with  him  I could  now  gradually  fill  the  many  gaps  in  my  collecton. 

More  and  more  east  German  1914  notes  appeared,  also  prisoner-of-war 
notes,  although  the  possibility  of  getting  those  at  first  hand 
really  came  in  1919.  Most  acquisitions  now  were  fractional  notes. 

My  large  notes  too  became  more  and  more  complete;  finally,  fro* 

1920  on  I added  greater  numbers  of  Austrian  issues.  As  a member  of 
the  United  Collectors  Union  I traded  everywhere.  It  was  then  that 
I traded  German  notes  for  a large  number  of  Mexican  notes  which  had 
been  issued  during  the  1914-16  war  there.  I did  a lot  of  trading 
with  Finland  then  too  and  got  some  of  the  extremely  scarce  private 
emergency  money  issued  during  the  1918-19  war  of  liberation.  At 
the  end  of  1919  my  collection  numbered  7000  notes;  1920  — 13,500; 

1921  — 23,000.  At  first  I had  relatively  few  from  Russia,  ob- 
tained during  the  war  through  a Swedish  collector;  I got  others 
fro*  an  Austrian  collector  in  Galicia.  Mhile  I was  dealing  with 
the  Traunstein  office  I was  once  shown  the  money  deposited  by  the 
Russians  of  the  prisoner-of-war  camp  there,  but  it  was  only  Czarist 
rubles  in  the  worst  condition,  many  great  sacks  full.  In  1920  I 
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traded  with  a Greek  collector  whose  brother  fought  in  Denikin's 
army  in  southern  Russia;  from  him  I acquired  aany  fine  and  at  that 
tiae  extremely  scarce  issues;  however,  aost  of  thea  have  becoae 
quite  coaaon  today.  In  addition  to  thea  caae  shipaents  from  exiled 
Russians  in  Constantinople  and  froa  a Levantine,  others  froa 
collectors  in  the  Baltic  countries.  Froa  S.  Reis  of  Mannheim  I ac- 
quired the  half-ruble  note  froa  the  prisoner-of-war  caap  in 
Irkutsk,  in  which  his  son  had  spent  the  war.  Froa  a cousin  I had 
received  1919  notes  froa  the  French  prisoner  caaps  in  Albertsville 
and  Poitiers,  which  reaained  for  a long  tine  the  only  ones  in  ay 
collection.  In  February  of  1921  a new  chapter  of  ay  collection 
began.  Along  with  other  foreign  notes  which  were  worthless  to  him, 
Rotaann  sent  me  five  saall  notes  fron  Portuguese  cities:  Coiabra, 
Braga,  and  Figueira.  It  was  coapletely  new  to  ae  that  notgeld  had 
been  issued  there  too;  soaething  aore  to  look  intot  I hunted  up 
in  the  neabership  lists  of  the  collectors'  clubs  addresses  in 
Portugal  and  also,  foresightedly,  in  Spain  and  wrote  to  all  of 
thea.  Practically  nothing  caae  froa  it  except  the  positive 
deteraination  that  there  was  no  Spanish  notgeld  at  all;  the 
Portuguese  would  only  tell  ae  to  join  one  of  their  collector 
societies.  I did  that  and  at  the  saae  tiae  sent  soae  advertise- 
ments which  had  good  results.  About  ten  collectors  wrote  to  ae, 
and  little  by  little  I was  able  to  trade  for  nearly  700  different 
notes;  I think  that  is  more  than  any  one  of  them  had  himself. 
Developments  took  the  same  route  in  Portugal  as  in  Austria  and 
Germany;  cities  began  to  issue  notes  aore  for  collectors  than  for 
commerce.  But  that  had  hardly  begun  when  the  government  forbade 
all  new  issues  and  even  had  everyone's  existing  stock  destroyed; 
nothing  more  could  be  given  to  collectors.  At  once  collectors 
there  listened,  and  I didn't  get  one  aore  note. 

At  that  time  there  was  a very  eager  collector  in  Trier,  Haubrich. 

He  knew  how  to  elicit  from  authorities  notes  no  one  else  could 
get;  thus  he  had  almost  every  issue  of  the  large  notes  froa  the 
eastern  areas  ceded  to  Poland.  It  was  he  who  discovered  the 
aany  interesting  fractional  issues  from  the  Mosel,  of  which 
he  got  almost  all  the  renainder . But  the  large  number  of  series 
notes  spoiled  collecting  for  hia;  he  gave  it  up  quite  suddenly 
and  sold  his  collection,  I don't  know  to  whoa.  I haven't  heard 
any  aore  froa  hia  and  know  only  that  he  was  one  of  the  first  men 
exiled  from  the  Rhineland  by  the  French  during  the  battle  for  the 
Ruhr . 

Intense  activity  still  continued  in  issuing  notgeld;  the  number  of 
collectors  continued  to  increase;  so  did  that  of  dealers.  The 
Germania  in  Coblenz  was  added.  Rath,  Volkmann,  Schwerdtner,  von 
Bazan  in  Berlin,  Kittel  in  Caaburg,  along  with  countless  smaller 
dealers.  The  Notgeld  Dealers  Union,  which  at  my  suggestion  then 
changed  its  name  froa  "International"  to  "German,"  counted  over  a 
hundred  members.  Then  I decided  that  besides  my  previous  purely 
scientific  and  collectorly  concerns  with  notgeld  I should  also 
concern  ayself  with  the  business,  and  on  the  first  of  January, 

1922,  I began  a notgeld  dealership  in  Berlin.  I haven't  repented 
doing  so,  because  as  a dealer  much  more  material  came  to  me  than 
previously.  I bought  a collection  in  March,  another  in  April, 
three  in  June,  one  of  them  first  rate.  This  last  one  was  so  large 
that  I bought  it  in  partnership  with  Mr.  Volkmann.  I knew  the 
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collection  very  veil  from  earlier,  since  it  contained  the  collect 
tion  of  a deceased  professor  from  Munich  which  I had  often 
inspected  with  amazement.  I knew  that  it  included  a remarkably 
fine  French  section.  The  collection  was  brought  to  Volkmann's 
quarters  and  there  began  the  division.  Three  piles  were  made,  one 
of  what  Volkmann  lacked,  one  of  what  I lacked,  and  one  of  what  we 
both  lacked.  Then  the  third  pile  had  to  be  divided;  there  was 
naturally  a long  give  and  take  before  we  reached  agreement.  The 
collection  brought  me  an  increase  of  over  five  hundred  notes. 
Unfortunately  the  French  section,  which  had  delighted  me  so  much, 
was  no  longer  there;  the  owner  must  have  already  earlier  sold  it 
himself,  I don't  know  to  whom.  Only  the  catalog  of  it  was  there! 
Later  I again  hoped  to  capture  that  section  when  I bought  a large 
collection  from  Munich,  but  the  section  I was  hunting  wasn't  in  it! 

In  the  very  next  month  came  another  great  acquisition,  the 
collection  of  von  Bazan,  which  again  we  bought  together.  But 
before  I got  around  to  looking  through  it  for  pieces  I lacked, 
Volkmann  had  an  advantageous  opportunity  to  re-sell  the  unexamined 
collection  and  I had  to  whistle  for  it.  I could  only  be  indemni- 
fied with  the  foreign  notes.  At  any  rate  that  was  an  increase  of 
two  or  three  hundred  notes. 

Every  collector  greeted  with  a sigh  of  relief  the  ban  on  further 
notgeld  issues  finally  published  in  July,  1922.  Now  I finally 
again  had  time  to  devote  myself  to  the  older  issues  which  I had 
neglected  for  the  new  Der  Notgeldmarkt  and  its  satellites  now  had 
lost  their  source  of  material  and  after  a shorter  or  longer  time 
all  had  to  fold  up,  so  that  Das  Notgeld  was  again  alone,  in  a 
larger  field.  On  the  other  hand,  the  number  of  collectors  was  also 
significantly  diminished;  it  was  again  demonstrated  that  many 
collectors  were  fellow-travellers  only  because  of  the  stream  of 
events  and  collected  only  on  speculation  and  not  for  the  pure  love 
of  it.  There  was  also  now  time  to  clear  up  the  battlefield  and 
catalog  the  many  new  notes.  The  fourth  edition  of  the  fractional 
book,  which  appeared  at  the  Hamburg  notgeld  fair  in  December,  1922, 
was  nearly  four  times  the  size  of  the  first  edition  of  1919.  The 
pricing  was  unfortunately  already  out  of  date  when  it  appeared,  due 
to  the  beginning  of  inflation. 

Yet  the  notgeld  collector  was  still  far  from  having  the  worst 
behind  him.  Next  came,  a few  months  after  publication  of  the  ban 
on  notgeld,  the  high  denomination  issues  of  1922,  with  their  values 
of  100  to  1000  marks.  These  notes  circulated  for  only  a short  time 
and  during  this  time  did  not  suffer  any  significant  circulation 
damage,  but  collecting  these  notes  by  taking  them  out  of 
circulation  was  very  expensive.  However,  from  the  1918-19  period  I 
already  knew  that  in  very  many  cases  I could  depend  on  the  release 
of  demonetized  issues  of  the  notes  after  they  had  been  withdrawn. 

On  the  other  hand,  I also  knew  that  a great  number  of  them  would  be 
destroyed  and  that  later  no  offer,  however  high  it  might  be,  would 
be  able  to  procure  them;  where  it  was  possible  and  where  I could 
expect  that  later  nothing  could  be  obtained,  it  was  necessary  to 
take  notes  out  of  circulation  as  far  as  it  was  financially 
possible.  Of  course  the  greatest  number  of  collectors  abstained, 
as  always  in  such  cases,  rejecting  the  new  period.  My  first 


218 


acquisition  of  this  period,  on  19  September  1922,  was  a demonetized 
500  nark  note  from  the  Berlin  printshop  Buezenstein,  then  a 
thousand  nark  note  from  Chennitz  Zinnernann,  also  demonetized. 

Then  1000  narks  Wittenberg  Singer  and  the  set  of  the  Berlin 
printshop  H.  S.  Hermann.  I got  at  face  value  Dortmund,  Erfurt, 
Goslar,  each  100  marks,  Freiburg  500  marks,  Essen  20  and  100  marks, 
Frankfurt,  Hoechst,  Breslau,  Dresden,  Ludwigshafen  Aniline,  and 
others.  Hr.  Volknann  was  buying  every  note  he  could  get  then; 
valuable  material  was  always  streaming  to  him  from  a large  Berlin 
bank.  I was  continuously  getting  a rather  large  number  of  notes 
from  his  duplicates;  the  possibility  of  jointly  getting  the  notgeld 
collected  by  all  the  Saxon  clearing  banks  unfortunately  fell 
through  because  the  counting  house  fee  was  too  high.  I laid 
particular  value  on  bank  checks,  since  from  earlier  issues  I knew 
that  these  would  not  be  available  later.  Thus  I paid  a lot  of  money 
to  Nissmann  in  Leipzig  for  the  checks  of  the  banks  there,  living  to 
see  a year  later  the  complete  set  of  them  available  cheaply. 
Volkmann  had  more  luck  there,  since  he  bought  the  bank  checks  from 
Plauen  i.  V.;  since  then  none  of  these  have  been  seen  except  for 
his  specimens!  Up  until  the  middle  of  1923  and  even  later  I 
acquired  great  numbers  of  the  1922  notes,  although  the  harvest  was 
smaller  after  the  inflation.  We  were  speechless  seeing  the  notes 
of  Kreis  Hoers,  which  had  values  up  to  50,000  marks;  who  could  pay 
so  much!  And  half  a year  later  the  note  turned  up  by  itself! 

I made  a splendid  purchase  at  the  end  of  October,  1922;  I bought 
the  Winkel  collection.  Winkel  had  been  the  first  collector  in  east 
Germany  who,  thanks  to  his  position  in  the  Koenigsberg  administra- 
tion, received  practically  everything  which  was  to  be  had.  If 
Winkel  had  worked  out  his  collection  in  accordance  with  a plan  it 
would  have  been  unique,  but  he  was  satisfied  with  one  note  of  each 
denomination  with  no  consideration  for  even  the  most  significant 
varieties,  and  above  all  the  treatment  of  the  notes  was  dreadful; 
each  one  was  pasted  down!  I had  endless  trouble  freeing  them  all 
without  much  damage.  The  collection  brought  me  almost  600  new 
notes,  among  them  the  1914  Arys  two  marks  (original),  Borek, 

Bremen  Brauhaus,  Crone  a.  Br.  2 marks  (original),  Czarnikau 
(original),  Carlshof,  Freystadt,  Flatow  3 marks  (original), 
Hohenlinde,  Konitz  (original),  Lekno,  Nakel,  Neudeck  Donnersmarck, 
Pakosch,  Pleschen,  Roessel  (original),  Pr.-Stargard  1 mark 
(original),  Zerkow  on  red,  white  and  orange  cardboard,  originals  of 
Zaborze  and  Zabrze.  That  was  also  where  I obtained  the  Luederitz- 
bucht  one  mark  note  already  mentioned.  There  were  also  fractional 
notes  and  many  French,  Belgian  and  Polish  notes.  At  the  end  of 
1922  my  collection  numbered  31,000  notes. 

In  addition  to  a number  of  rather  small  collections,  each  of  which 
however  brought  me  something  new,  in  1923  I bought  a rather  small 
collection  of  1914s  from  a Bavarian  owner  which  had  been  put 
together  by  Gebert  in  Nuernberg.  Then  a collection  from  Goslar.  I 
bought  from  a Mainz  collector  both  his  collection  and  a few 
thousand  sheets  of  cardboard  he  had  had  cut,  intending  later  to 
paste  his  notes  onto  them.  I had  about  fifty  albums  made  from 
these  sheets  and  in  1924  began  to  assemble  my  collection,  fastening 
the  notes  with  gummed  corners.  Up  to  the  present  the  1914  section 
(two  albums)  and  the  greater  part  of  the  fractional  notes  (five 
albums,  two  more  to  be  done)  have  been  mounted  this  way.  The 


219 


series  notes  are  not  worth  the  trouble;  for  the  present  they  reside 
alphabetically  in  envelopes.  In  my  new  house  I have  had  a large 
bookcase  built  to  hold  the  albums;  previously  they  were  standing  on 
cabinets  and  it  often  happened  that  the  cat  pushed  one  or  two  off. 

The  former  Reichskrlegskasse  still  kept  an  important  supply  of 
domestic  and  foreign  notgeld.  In  the  middle  of  1923  I bought  ay 
first  parcel  of  it,  mostly  prisoner-of-war  notes  but  also  a lot  of 
German  fractionals,  mostly  western  German  cities.  There  were  notes 
which  Belgian  soldiers  had  taken  home  with  them  after  their 
release,  which  had  been  collected  by  the  Belgian  government  and 
returned  to  Germany  for  redemption.  Even  if  many  of  them  were  in 
poor  condition,  there  were  still  also  a great  number  of  first  class 
notes,  like  Uelzen,  the  first  issue  of  Gifhorn,  Gevelsberg  Krefft, 
Genthin,  Recklinghausen  1917,  Parchim,  also  scarce  large  notes  from 
Hannover  and  the  Rhine  province.  Through  the  officials  of  the 
pay-office  I learned  the  name  of  the  previous  head  of  the  office, 
who  was  supposed  to  have  made  himself  a collection  all  during  the 
war  from  notes  passing  through  the  office.  I got  in  touch  with  him 
and  found  him  prepared  to  sell  me  the  collection,  of  course  at  a 
high  price.  And  the  best  pieces  of  the  collection  were  already 
gone;  another  collector  in  Berlin,  also  formerly  employed  there, 
had  wanted  to  buy  them  and  received  them  as  a gift,  including  the 
English  pound  note  with  Turkish  overprint  which  was  to  be  issued 
after  the  hoped-for  capture  of  Constantinople  in  1916.  Anyhow  I 
found  enough  fine  things  in  the  collection,  German  army  issues  from 
France  with  all  possible  place  stamps,  the  first  issues  of  Estonia 
(large  obligations  of  50  and  100  marks),  many  Russian  and  French 
issues. 

I was  due  royalties  of  two  million  for  the  fourth  edition  of  the 
fractional  book,  payable  on  the  first  of  July  and  the  first  of 
August,  1924.  I spent  the  first  million  on  a four-week  vacation  on 
the  Schliersee;  I could  get  the  second  million  only  on  the  fourth 
of  August  and  then  it  was  not  worth  quite  a dollar;  I spent  it  on 
ten  notes  for  the  collection! 

Now  came  the  most  terrible  of  the  notgeld  periods,  the  inflation. 

In  the  earlier  periods  I could  always,  even  if  it  were  difficult, 
somehow  or  other,  to  take  the  time  to  write  to  the  issuing  places. 
But  now  I was  simply  overwhelmed  with  paper;  systematic  collecting 
was  completely  impossible;  I had  to  take  whatever  chance  brought. 

In  no  earlier  period  had  I personally  been  so  oppressed  by  the  need 
for  money.  In  the  beginning  of  August  notes  for  500,000  and  one 
million  marks  had  already  been  issued,  but  the  corresponding 
smaller  denominations  for  making  change  were  still  lacking,  since 
prices  had  not  yet  then  as  quickly  adjusted  themselves  to  the  new 
exchange  rate.  Thus  in  all  the  shops  every  customer  had  half  or  one 
million  mark  notes  but  not  the  fifty  or  one  hundred  thousand  marks 
notes  he  needed  to  make  a purchase.  On  every  shop  door  hung  the 
sign;  "Million  mark  notes  cannot  be  broken."  Indignation  was 
unrestrained;  at  any  moment  civil  order  could  disintegrate.  I had 
already  seen  some  private  currency  and  I expected  that  within  a few 
days  every  business  would  have  to  issue  its  own  money,  whether  for 
good  or  bad.  Therefore  I had  some  50,000  and  100,000  mark  notes 
prepared  in  my  own  printshop,  some  on  white  writing  paper  and  some 
on  water-marked  sheets  which  I had  collected  to  compare  with 
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notgeld.  Meanwhile  Reichsbank  notes  for  the  Hissing  values  came 
into  circulation  in  the  next  days  and  I didn't  have  to  issue  ay  own 
notes.  In  order  not  to  let  it  be  said  afterwards  of  me  that  I 
myself  had  contributed  to  the  speculative  issues,  I destroyed  the 
entire  supply  (two  hundred  notes)  except  for  ones  held  back  for  my 
collection  and  a few  friends,  also  not  mentioning  these  notes  in  my 
description  of  the  1923  issues. 

The  first  inflation  notes  I bought  were  Apolda  Borgmann  200,000; 
Berlin  one  million;  Miltitz  Schimmel  one  half,  one,  two  million; 
Koeln  banks  two  million,  Berlin  Reichsbahn  one  million;  Angermuende 
Bahn  one  half  million;  Rheinprovinz,  Huelheim,  and  Duesseldorf, 
each  100,000;  Berlin  100,000  and  500,000;  Elberfeld  Bahn  one 
million;  Niesky  Christoph  & Unmack  four  values;  Dresden  Bahn  one 
million;  Leipzig  Fair,  the  same.  Only  after  September  could  I buy 
notes  in  greater  quantities;  I again  got  many  duplicates  from 
Volkmann.  Material  poured  in  from  all  directions;  I could  hardly 
keep  up  with  my  acquisition  records.  I tried  to  buy  complete 
remainders  for  the  company,  as  I had  in  1922.  I bought  the  supply 
of  the  notgeld  collection  depot  of  Hattingen,  eight  chests  full  of 
all  possible  issues  of  the  Ruhr  area.  By  that  I obtained  a whole 
lot  of  trading  material.  By  the  end  of  1924  the  collection  had 
swollen  to  48,000  notes! 

The  new  flood  had  also  revived  collectors'  eagerness  again, 
although  mostly  limited  to  the  inflation  notes,  which  could  now  be 
obtained  so  cheaply.  And  almost  every  collector  had  secured  a 
monopoly  for  himself  which  he  exploited  as  far  as  possible.  Paying 
hard  cash,  no  collector  had  been  able  to  that  since  the  onset  of 
the  terrible  shortage  of  money.  Therefore  hardly  anyone  had  turned 
his  interest  to  the  very  interesting  value-backed  notgeld  notes. 
Anyhow  collecting  this  was  very  expensive,  since  many  issues  had  a 
face  value  of  as  high  as  five  dollars!  An  extraordinarily  few  of 
these  notes  were  to  be  had  cancelled;  thus  this  area  of  collecting 
had  been  up  to  now  the  least  popular,  and  in  addition  one  of  the 
most  interesting,  because  almost  all  of  the  notes  were  produced 
carefully  on  genuine  currency  paper.  I too  had  to  hold  back  from 
buying  many  such  notes  and  today  have  only  a few  hundred  of  them. 
Still,  I hope  sometime  sooner  or  later  to  be  able  to  buy  a whole 
collection  of  them. 

Last  year,  1925,  brought  me  a large  increase  three  times.  First 
came  a large  package  of  foreign  notes  from  the  Reichskriegskasse, 
which  had  up  to  then  been  held  back  by  bureaucratic  thinking. 

Among  other  things  I found  in  it  a bundle  of  French  prisoner-of- 
war  camp  notes  from  which  I was  able  to  take  over  1400  different 
notes.  There  were  also  a few  from  England  and  other  countries. 

The  Kriegskasse  must  also  have  had  notes  from  Russian  prison 
camps,  but  a couple  of  weeks  before  I visited  the  office  for  the 
first  time  an  official  had  been  cleaning  up  and  threw  a whole 
briefcase  of  them  into  the  fire!  And  the  Russian  collector  pays 
for  such  notes  with  gold! 

The  second  increase  involved  the  Russian  section  itself.  This  had 
already  grown  quite  nicely  during  the  course  of  the  year  from 
trades  with  different  Russian  collectors  and  particularly  with  a 
German  who  while  a prisoner  of  war  had  finally  become  the  chief  of 
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the  Swedish  Red  Cross  in  Siberia  and  had  brought  back  from  there 
rather  large  quantites  of  interesting  notes.  In  the  year  1923, 
when  the  Russian  colony  in  Berlin  grew  enormously  (now  it  is  in 
Paris!),  a club  of  Russian  notgeld  collectors  was  founded  which 
chose  me  as  president  in  spite  of  my  objecting  that  I didn't  know 
the  language  well  enough.  An  engineer  from  Moscow  showed  up  there, 
bringing  with  him  a great  quantity  of  notgeld,  which  the  Soviet 
administration  had  monopolized.  Fortunately  I had  bought  with  the 
stock  from  the  Reichskr iegskasse  an  issue  from  Pleskau  which  passed 
in  Russia  for  very  scarce;  thus  I could  make  a fine  trade.  The 
engineer,  named  Jolson,  published  the  report  on  Russian  notgeld 
which  is  today  the  bible  for  collectors  of  Russian  notes.  By  the 
purchase  of  a special  Russian  collection  from  an  Austrian  officer 
my  collection  received  a fine  rounding  out  and  can  now  properly 
take  its  place  besides  even  the  large  Russian  collections. 

Finally,  after  a long  pause  I again  bought  a general  German  collec- 
tion. Fractionals  were  well  represented;  I could  add  more  than  400 
notes  missing  from  my  collection.  But  the  additional  1923  notes 
were  most  valuable  to  me,  making  up  over  1000  of  the  total  6000. 

By  the  close  of  1925  my  collection  amounted  to  nearly  55,000  notes. 
It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  count  has  been  made  very  conser- 
vatively; trifling  varieties  are  not  counted,  nor,  very  naturally, 
the  duplicates  obtained  in  order  to  show  both  sides.  To  this  must 
be  added  650  pieces  of  old  paper  money. 

The  end 
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AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  BYZANTINE  COINAGE 


R.  R.  Kutcher,  Lincoln , Nebraska , NI  H 1289 

No.  51  - ROMANUS  IV  DIOGENES  (January  1068  - September  1071) 

On  New  Years  Day  1068,  Romanus  IV  became  emperor  as  Eudocia's  new 
husband.  Although  he  undertook  to  respect  the  rights  of  her  children 
and  his  constitutional  inferiority  is  to  some  extent  reflected  in  his 
coins,  he  was  effectively  the  ruler  of  Byzantium  until  August  26,  1071. 
His  position  as  emperor  was  an  ambiguous  one,  for  while  his  age  and 
experience  inevitably  gave  him  first  place  in  the  government  and  his 
name  precedes  those  of  his  colleagues  in  official  acts,  both  Eudocia 
and  Michael  took  the  view  that  he  was  only  the  regent  on  behalf  of 
the  children  of  Constantine  X.  The  empress  was  anxious  to  guard 
against  having  her  children  pushed  completely  into  the  background  or 
of  being  eliminated  entirely  from  the  line  of  succession.  Her  task 
was  much  simplified  by  Romanus1  talent  for  making  himself  unpopular. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  Romanus  was  in  rather  a tight  circum- 
stance when  the  Empress  Eudocia  first  heard  of  him.  In  fact,  he  was 
in  the  state  prison  at  Constantinople,  having  incurred  the  grave  sus- 
picion of  the  Emperor.  At  his  subsequent  trial  Romanus  was  found  to 
be  guilty  of  high  treason,  but  the  Empress  who  had  been  present  at 
the  proceedings,  was  so  struck  by  his  handsome  face  and  his  manly 
bearing  that  she  insisted  upon  a revision  of  the  sentence.  Thus  he 
was  set  free  to  return  to  his  own  native  province  to  await  his  coming 
desti ny . 

From  the  outset  of  his  reign  the  new  Emperor  was  beset  with  the  gravest 
of  difficulties.  The  trick  played  on  the  Patriarch  by  the  Empress  had 
naturally  incensed  the  Church  against  him  and  the  powerful  house  of 
Ducas,  heading  by  the  Caesar  John, the  old  emperor's  brother,  regarded 
him  as  an  interloper.  Being  essentially  a soldier,  Romanus  took  to 
the  field  in  the  hope  of  justifying  his  new  found  position.  Within 
three  months  of  his  marriage  he  had  reorganized  the  army  and  had  at- 
tacked the  Turks,  and  then  spent  the  whole  of  his  reign  engaged  in 
this  endeavor.  On  August  26th,  1071,  a day  of  the  most  desperate 
fighting,  Romanus  was  totally  defeated  and  taken  prisoner.  However, 
his  captor.  Alp  Arslan,  accepted  the  emperors  word  for  the  payment  of 
a large  ransom  and  allowed  him  to  go  free.  When  the  news  of  the  dis- 
astrous defeat,  capture  and  release  of  the  emperor  eached  Constani nople 
and  Caesar  John,  he  actually  deposed  the  emperor  and  issued  orders  in 
the  name  of  his  nephew  Michael,  for  the  arrest  of  the  returning  emp- 
eror. John  also  had  the  empress  confined  to  a convent,  and  surprising- 
ly all  of  these  orders  were  carried  out  with  ruthless  brutality. 

Romanus  was  captured  in  Cilicia  and  later  he  was  blinded  in  such  a 
hideous  fashion  that  he  died  a few  days  later. 

When  Romanus  found  himself  betrayed,  he  remained  mindful  of  his  pro- 
mise to  the  Sultan  Alp  Arslan  and  sent  him  all  the  money  in  his  pos- 
session at  the  time  and  pathetically  stated  in  a note  to  him;  "Had  I 
remained  Emperor,  all  that  I promised  I would  have  performed.  I am 
now  but  a betrayed  prisoner,  but  I send  thee  all  I now  possess." 

The  Coinage 

Gold.  There  are  two  types  of  the  Histamenon. 
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I 


Class  I.  Obverse , KUJN  MX  ANA  . Three  figures  standing  facing 
on  separate  cushions.  Michael  VII  larger  in  the 
center  and  to  the  left  is  Constant!' us,  with  Androni- 
cus  to  the  right. 

Reverse , +PUJMANS  GVAUKIA  . Three  figures  standing 
facing.  In  the  center  is  Christ  standing  on  a square 
footstool,  he  is  crowning  Romanus  on  the  left. 

Eudocia  is  on  the  right,  with  IC  XC  in  the  field. 

A double  border  of  dots. 


Class  II.  Same  inscription  and  type,  but  the  three  figures 
stand  on  a single  dais. 


Tetarteron . 


Obverse,  +0K€  ROH0  . The  bust  of  the  Virgin  facing. 
In  the  field  is  ©V  , with  a single  border  of  dots. 


Reverse,  +IUJMANS6VAKRIM  . Half  figures  of  Romanus 
on  the  left  and  Eudocia  on  the  right.  Between  them 
is  a long  cross.  There  is  a single  border  of  dots. 


Si  1 ver.  2/3  Miliaresion. 

Class  I.  Obverse,  no  inscription.  The  bust  of  the  Virgin 
facing,  nimbate.  She  holds  a medallion  of  the 
Infant  Christ  with  a cross  behind  the  head.  In  the 
field  i s MP  0V  , wi th  a single  border  of  dots. 


Class  I: 


Reverse,  a five  line  inscription,  +©Ke 

R,0,PUJMA 

NUJA€CnO 

THTUAIO 

T€N€I 

Ornament  below  and  a single  border  of  dots. 


Class  II: 
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Class  II.  Obverse,  no  inscription.  A bust  of  Christ  facing 
bearded,  with  a cross  nimbus.  In  the  field,  iC  >5C:, 
with  a single  border  of  dots. 

Reverse,  same  as  Class  I,  but  first  line  is  +K£ 
with  ornament  to  the  left  and  right  and  a single 
border  of  dots. 

1/3  Miliaresion. 

Obverse,  no  inscription.  The  usual  bust  of  the 
Virgin.  To  the  leftfrl  over0R,  to  the  right  0 over 
R0  and  a triple  linear  border. 

Reverse , PtL»rn  . A bust  of  Romanus  facing.  A triple 
linear  border  ornamented  with  four  A' s. 


Bronze.  Follis. 


Obverse,  no  inscription.  The  usual  bust  of  Christ 
facing.  In  the  field  ic  and  ><0 over  N1  and  KS . 


Reverse,  a Latin  cross  with  CR  withX  at  the 

PA 

intersection  and  one  and  two  small  pellets  at  the 
ends  of  each  arm. 


Many  of  these  are  overstruck  on  Anonymous  Folles. 
★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


"KING'S  EVIL.  Scrofula;  supposedly  cured  by  the  royal  touch,  hence 
the  name.  The  custom  existed  in  France  long  before  its  introduction 
into  England  by  Edward  the  Confessor.  Ceremonial  touching  was  intro- 
duced by  Henry  VII  and  the  sufferers  were  presented  with  gold  coins, 
although  CHARLES  I sometimes  gave  silver  touch  pieces  instead.  The 
practice  reached  it  height  under  Charles  II,  who  according  to  Macaulay 
( History  of  England,  ch.  xiv)  touched  nearly  100,000  people  and  in 
1682  alone  some  8,500.  'In  1684  the  throng  was  such  that  six  or 
seven  of  the  sick  were  trampled  to  death.'  William  III  called  it  'a 
silly  superstition'  and  it  was  last  practiced  by  Oueen  Anne  who  touched 
Dr.  Johnson  without  effecting  a cure  in  1712.  Between  the  reign  of 
Charles  I and  1719  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer  contained  an  office  for 
the  touching.  The  PRETENDERS  also  claimed  this  power." 

Taken  from  632,  Brewer's  Dictionary 
of  Phrase  S Fable  1981. 

(Submitted  by  Tuti villus) 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 


Dominique  Coll  on.  First  Impressions . Cylinder  Seals  in  the  Ancient 
Near  East.  Hard-cover,  208pp,  9-7/8"  x 7-5/8".  Line  drawings,  maps 
& photos.  Chicago:  The  University  of  Chicago  Press  1987.  Can  be 

obtained  from  The  Marketing  Department,  5801  South  Ellis  Ave.,  The 
University  of  Chicago  Press,  Chicago,  Illinois  60637,  USA.  $29.95. 

ISBN  0-226-11388-4. 

Dominique  Collon  is  a leading  authority  on  cylinder  seals.  She  has 
published  a number  of  scholarly  studies  on  the  subject,  including 
two  catalogs  on  the  British  Museum's  seal  collection.  Furthermore, 
she  has  travelled  throughout  the  Near  East  and  participated  in  arch- 
aeological excavations  in  Turkey,  Syria,  and  Iraq. 

Her  book  traces  the  history  and  development  of  the  designs  and  styles 
of  approximately  one  thousaand  ancient  Near  Eastern  seals  from  major 
public  and  private  collections  over  a three  thousand  year  period.  As 
we  see  from  the  Table  of  Contents,  Collon  considers  the  role  of  cylin- 
der seals  in  society,  describing  their  use  by  royalty  and  private 
individuals.  She  demonstrates  how  the  images  on  the  seals  can  be  a rich 
source  of  information  on  economics,  trade  patterns,  professions,  and 
religious  and  personal  affiliations. 

The  contents  include  an  Introduction,  5;  How  to  Use  this  Book,  7; 
Acknowledgements,  9;  Maps,  10;  Part  One:  Cylinder  Seals  in  History 

including  1.  Period  I.  The  Beginnings  before  3000  B C E,  13;  2.  Per- 
iod II.  City  States,  3000-2334  BCE,  20;  3.  Period  III.  The  Sargonic 
Empire  and  its  Aftermath,  2334-2000  B C E,  32;  4.  Period  IV.  The  Age 
of  Hammurabi,  2000-1500  B C E,  41;  5.  Period  V.  International  Exchanges, 
1500-1000  BCE,  58;  6.  Period  VI.  Assyrian  and  Babylonian  Empires, 
1000-500  B C E,  75;  7.  Period  VII.  Medes,  Persians,  and  Greeks,  500 
BCE  onwards,  90;  8.  Forgeries,  94;  Part  Two:  Cylinder  Seals  in  Soc- 

iety including  9.  Rediscovery  and  Collections,  97;  10.  How  the  Seals 
were  made,  100;  11.  The  Inscriptions,  105;  12.  How  the  Seals  were 
worn,  108;  13.  How  the  Seals  were  used,  113;  14.  Re-use,  120;  15. 

Royal  and  Dynastic  Seals,  123;  16.  The  Seal  of  the  Gods,  131;  17. 
Treasures  and  Hoards,  135;  18.  Well-travelled  Seals,  138;  19.  Cylinder 
Seals  made  outside  the  Ancient  Near  East,  140;  and  Part  Three:  20. 

Daily  Life,  145;  21.  Dress,  150;  22.  Music  and  Dance,  151;  23.  Hunting 
and  Sport,  155;  24.  Transport,  158;  25.  Fortresses  and  Warfare,  162; 

26.  Deities,  165;  27.  Temples  and  Religious  Ceremonies,  172;  28. 

Myths,  Epics  and  Legends,  178;  29.  Giants,  Demons  and  Monsters,  183; 

30.  Animals,  Birds,  Fish  and  Insects,  187;  31.  Contest  Scenes,  193. 

This  is  followed  by  an  extensive  Bibliograpy,  198;  a Chronological 
Table,  205;  and  an  Index,  206. 

The  production  of  this  volume  follows  the  high  standards  set  by  the 
University  of  Chicago  Press  with  good  clear  typography,  design  and 
paper  and  a strong  binding. 

The  illustrations  are  excellent.  I found  particularly  interesting 
and  instructive  her  two  illustrations  of  a seal  depicting  rows  of 
wild  boars  photographed  in  different  lighting.  Very  impressive  is 
the  Old  Babylonian  hematite  seal  she  has  chosen  to  illustrate  her 
title  page,  depicting  the  kilted  king  before  Arorite  deities,  in- 
scribed Ibni-Amurru,  son  of  Iliha-ahi,  servant  of  Amurru. 
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This  important  book  can  be  extremely  useful  to  museum  people,  collect- 
ors, and  others i nterested  in  the  ancient  Near  East.  It  should  be  a 
must  for  their  shelves.  It  is  the  most  comprehensive  study  yet  pub- 
lished of  seals,  their  images,  and  their  role  in  ancient  society,  and 
is  well  worth  the  cost.  As  a museum  professional  directly  involved 
in  the  study  of  this  type  of  object,  I do  recommend  it  highly. 

Reviewed  by  Raymond  J.  Hebert 


Chester  L.  Krause  and  Clifford  Mishler,  edited  by  Colin  Bruce  II, 
Standard  Catalog  of  World  Coins , 1990  Edition.  1865  pages.  Avail- 
able from  Kruase  Publications,  700  East  State  St.,  Iola,  Wise.  54990, 
USA.  Retail  price  is  $34.95.  Postal  orders  are  an  additional  $2.50 
for  U.S.  addresses  and  $5.00  for  addresses  outside  the  USA. 

This  1865  page  catalogue  covers  all  coins  minted  from  1801  through 
1989  by  date  and  mint  mark.  All  type  coins  are  illustrated.  There 
are  over  43,000  actual  size  photographs  of  coins.  Coins  are  valued 
in  up  to  four  collectable  grades.  Mintage  figures  are  given.  Com- 
memoratives  as  well  as  proof,  presentation  and  mint  sets  are  cata- 
1 ogued. 

Precious  metal  weights  are  listed  for  each  coin.  Gold,  silver  and 
platinum  bullion  charts  are  included  in  the  catalog. 

There  a number  of  visual  aids  in  the  introductory  pages  to  aid  the 
collector  to  identify  his  coins.  The  Instant  Identifier  and  Mono- 
gram Charts  illustrate  a symbol,  such  as  an  animal  or  crest.  The 
Standard  International  Numerical  System  Chart  cross-references 
denomination  and  date  numerals. 


For  each  country  there  is  an  index  map  locating  it  and  a few  para- 
graphs on  its  history  and  geography. 


Reviewed  by  Jerry  Remick 

•******************  *■**•*■**  **************  **************************  ****** 
PROCLAMATION  4 ESCUDOS 


In  1855  the  Republic  of  Peru  issued  a gold  4 Escudo  coin  in  proclamation 
of  the  Constitution  of  that  land.  The  obverse  has  the  open  constitution 
cook  in  a wreath,  while  the  reverse  has  the  Coat  of  Arms. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PACE 

Don  Sullivan,  5962  W.  76th  St.,  Los  Angeles,  California  90045: 

WANTED  - WORLD  COINS  MAGAZINE  (1964-76)  issues  needed  for  my personal 
collection.  Send  list  and  price.  Thanks. 

Reinhold  Jordan,  Frei tagstrasse  32,  D-8720  Schweinfurt,  West  Germany: 
Seek  conmemorati ve  medals  related  to  persons  living  between  400  and 
1100  AD.  Are  there  any  fellow  collectors? 

Howard  A.  Daniel  III,  P.  0.  Box  626,  Dunn  Loring,  VA  22027-0626: 

WANTED:  The  following  cash-style  coins  of  Viet  Nam  with  reference 

numbers  from  Schroeder,  Toda  and  Craig  (as  in  Krause):  SI -5 , T2,  5, 

11,  12,  20,  21,  22,  23,  37,  38,  50,  51,  53,  64  & 65,  and  C192.1, 

192.2,  203,  271  & 281 . I can  provide  other  reference  numbers  on 
request . 

John  L.  Pieratt,  2635  S.  Hydraulic,  32C,  Wichita,  KS  69216:  Beware 

of  South  Vietnam  KM14  FA0  1975  50  Dong.  What  collectors  have  one  or 
more,  I had  eight.  Someone  in  England  has  small  hoard  and  leaks  out 
a few  each  year  so  as  to  not  flood  the  market.  Has  any  fakes  been 
reported?  KM  $600.00  UNC  will  bring  out  rusted,  whizzed,  etc.  to 
sell  on  the  market. 

Howard  A.  Daniel  III,  P.  0.  Box  626,  Dunn  Loring,  VA  22027-0626: 
Vietnamese  Emperor  Gia  Long  (1802-20)  Nien  Tao  or  Minh  Mang  (1820-40) 
Nien  Tao  silver  bars:  The  same  drawings  of  only  the  reverse  and  one 

side  are  shown  at  Lacroix  301  and  Silvestre  6,  with  one  attributing 
it  to  Gia  Long  and  the  other  illustrated  among  Minh  Mang  pieces.  The 
reverse  inscription  translates  to  "2  Lang",  which  would  be  the  only  2 
Lang  weight  piece  issued  by  a Vietnames  Emperor!  I believe  this  to 
be  a fantasy  piece!  Does  it  exist?  Can  anyone  provide  me  a photograph 
or  rubbing  of  it  with  its  weight  and  measurements? 

John  L.  Pieratt,  2635  S,  Hydraulic,  32C,  Wichita,  KS  69216:  Leningrad 

50  Kip  KM25 , 26,  27,  minted  for  Laos  10th  Anniversay  1985  in  PROOF  only. 
Is  this  a Leningrad  ripoff  and  its  overprice?  They  rake  off  90%  and 
give  Laos  nothing  or  10%.  Beware  these  low  mintage  collector  only 
coins.  I call  for  a ban  on  these  coins  until  the  people  get  civil 
rights. 

NI  Reference  Collection:  We  have  discontinued  printing  the  inventory 

of  the  NI  Reference  Collection.  If  anyone  needs  an  inventory  of  any 
specific  country  or  countries,  just  write  the  Curator  at  the  regular 
Dallas  address.  Members  outside  the  USA  are  urged  to  help  us  keep  the 
collection  updated  by  sending  us  new  dates  when  they  are  issued. 

********************************************************************** 

NAPOLEON'S  DEFEAT 


The  victory  over  Napoleon  and  the  French  withdrawal  in  1812  is  commem- 
orated on  a 1912  Russial  rouble  (Y68)  by  Borodino. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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